
Nation bids goodbye 
to Bush with high 
praise, cannons, humor 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

nation bid goodbye to 
George H.W. Bush with 
high praise, cannon salutes 
and gentle humor Wed nes- 
day, celebrating the life of 
the Texan who embraced 
a lifetime of service in 
Washington and was the 
last president to fight for 
the U.S. in wartime. Three 
former presidents looked 
on at Washington National 
Cathedral as a fourth — 


George W. Bush — eulo¬ 
gized hisdad as'the bright¬ 
est of a thousand points of 
light" 

Afterthree days of remem¬ 
brance in the capital city, 
the Air Force plane with 
Bush's casket left for a fi¬ 
nal service in Houston and 
burial Thursday at his fam¬ 
ily plot on the presidential 
library grounds at Texas 
A&M University in College 
Station. 

Continued on Next Rage 



Former President George W. Bush and former first lady Laura Bush, top left watch as the casket of 
former President Geoige H.W. Bush iscanied outaflera State Funeral atthe National Cathedral in 
Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 5,2018. 

Associated Press 
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The flag-draped casket of former Resident George H.W. Bush iscanied by a military honorguaid 
past former President Geoige W. Bush, President Donald Trump, first lady Melania Hump, former 
Resident Barack Obama, Michelle Obama, former President Bill Clinton, and former Secretary of 
Stale hillaty Clinton, atthe conclusion of a State Rineral at the National Cathedral, Wednesday, 
Dec. 5,2018, in Washington. In the second towate Vice Resident Mike Pence, and his wife Karen 
Pence, fotmerVice Resident Dan Quayle, and his wife Marilyn Quayle and fotmerVice Resident 
Dick Cheney. 
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His final nesting place is 
alongside Barbara Bush, his 
wife of 73 years, and Robin 
Bush, the daughter who 
died of leukemia at age 3. 
His plane, which often 
serves as Air Force One, ar¬ 
rived at Ellington Field out¬ 
side Houston in late after¬ 
noon. 

The national funeral service 
atthe cathedral wasa trib¬ 
ute to a president, a patri¬ 
arch and a faded political 
era that prized military ser¬ 
vice and public responsibili¬ 
ty. Itwaslaced with indirect 
comparisons to President 
Donald Trump but was not 
consumed by them, as 
speakers focused on Bush's 
public life and character— 
with plenty of cracksabout 
hisgoofy side, too. 

Trump satwith hiswife, a trio 
of ex-presidents and their 
wives, several of the group 
sharp criticsof hispresiden- 
cy and one of them, Hillary 
Clinton, his2016 Democrat¬ 
ic foe. Apart from courte¬ 
ous nods and some hand¬ 
shakes, there was little inter¬ 
action between Trump and 
the others. 

George W. Bush broke 
down briefly atthe end of 
his eulogy while invoking 
the daughter his parents 
lost in 1953 and his mother, 
who died in April. He said 
he took comfort in know¬ 
ing "Dad is hugging Robin 
and holding Mom's hand 
again." 

The family occupied the 
White House for a dozen 
years — the 41st president 
defeated after one term, 
the 43rd serving two. Jeb 
Bush stepped up to try to 
extend that run but fell 
short when Trump won the 
2016 Republican primaries. 
The elder Bush was'the last 
great-soldier statesman," 
historian Jon Meacham 
said in his eulogy, "our 
shield" in dangerous times. 
But he took a lighter tone, 
too, noting that Bush, cam¬ 
paigning in a crowd in a 


department store, once 
shook hands with a manne¬ 
quin. Rather than flushing 
in embarrassment, he sim¬ 
ply quipped, "Never know. 
Gotta ask." 

Meacham recounted how 
comedian Dana Carvey 
once said the key to doing 
an impersonation of Bush 
was "Mr. Rogers trying to be 
J ohn Wayne." 

None of that would be a 
surprise to Bush. Meacham 
had read his eulogy to 
him, said Bush spokesman 
Jim McGrath, and Bush 
responded to it with the 
crack: 'That's a lot about 
me, J on." 

The congregation at the 
cathedral, filled with for¬ 
eign leaders and diplo¬ 
mats, America ns of high of¬ 
fice and otherstouched by 
Bush's life, rose forthe arriv¬ 
al of the casket, accompa¬ 
nied by clergy offaithsfrom 
around the world. In their 
row together, Trump and 
former Presidents Barack 
Obama, J immy Carter and 
Bill Clinton stood with their 


spousesand aIIplaced their 
ha nds overtheir hea rts 
Alan Simpson, former Re¬ 
publican senator from Wy¬ 
oming, regaled the con¬ 
gregation with stories from 
his years as Bush's friend in 
Washington. More serious¬ 
ly, he recalled that when 
he went through a rough 
patch in the political game, 
Bush conspicuously stood 
by him against the advice 
of aides 'You would have 
wanted him on your side," 
he said. 

Simpson said Bush "loved a 
good joke — the richer the 
better. And he threw his 
head back and gave that 
great laugh, but he nev¬ 
er, ever could remember 
a punchline. And I mean 
never." 

George W. Bush turned the 
humor back on the acerbic 
ex-senator, saying of the 
late president: "He placed 
great value on a good 
joke, so he chose Simpson 
to speak." 

Meacham praised Bush's 
call to volunteerism, plac¬ 


ing his "1,000 points of light" 
alongside Abraham Lin¬ 
coln's call to honor 'the 
better angels of our nature" 
in the American rhetorical 
canon. Meacham called 
those lines "companion 
versesin America's national 
hymn." 

Trump had mocked "1,000 
points of light" last summer 
at a rally, saying 'What the 
hell is that? Has anyone 
ever figured that one out? 
And it was put out by a Re¬ 
publican, wasn't it?" 

Former Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney 
praised Bush as a strong 
world leader who helped 
oversee the end of the 
Cold Warand the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and 
helped bring about the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Canada 
and Mexico, signed into 
law by his successor, Clin¬ 
ton. 

With Trump, a bitter NAFTA 
critic, seated in the front 
row, Mulroney hailed the 
"largest and richest free 


trade area in the history 
of the world." The three 
countries have agreed on 
a revised trade agreement 
pushed by Trump. 

Earlier, a military band 
played "Hailto the Chief"as 
Bush's casket was earned 
down the steps of the U.S. 
Capitol, where he had lain 
in state. Family members 
looked on as servicemen 
fired off a cannon salute. 
His hearse was then driven 
in a motorcade to the ca¬ 
thedral ceremony, slowing 
in front of the White House, 
the route lined with people 
much of the way, bundled 
in winter hats and taking 
photos 

Waiting for his a nival in¬ 
side, Trump shook hands 
with Obama and former 
first lady Michelle Obama, 
who greeted him by say¬ 
ing 'Good morning."Trump 
did not shake hands with 
Bill and Hillary Clinton, who 
looked straightahead. 

Bill Clinton and Mrs. Obama 
smiled and chatted as 
music played. Carter was 
seated silently next to Hill¬ 
ary Clinton in the cavern¬ 
ous cathedral. Obama 
cracked up laughing at 
someone's quip. Vice Presi¬ 
dent Mike Pence shook 
Carter's hand. 

Trump tweeted Wednes¬ 
day that the day marked 
"a celebration for a great 
man who has led a long 
and distinguished life." 
Bush's death makes Carter, 
also 94 but more than 100 
days younger, the oldest 
living ex-president. 

Following the cathedral 
service, the hearse and its 
long motorcade drove to 
the National Mall to passby 
the World War II Memorial, 
a nod to the late president's 
service as a World War II 
Navy pilot, then transferred 
his remains at Joint Base 
Andrewsforthe flig ht home 
to Texas with members of 
his family. 

Bush will lie in repose at St. 
Martin's Episcopal Church 
before hisburialThursday.O 
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Residents head bac k into California town leveled by wildfiie 


By DON THOMPSON and 
OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
PARADISE, Calif. (AP) — 

Joyce and Jerry McLean 
sifted through twisted 
metal and broken glass 
Wednesday on the proper¬ 
ty where their mobile home 
once stood, hoping to find 
precious family possessions 
that might have survived 
the devastating California 
wildfire that leveled Para¬ 
dise. 

They were among hun- 
dredsof residentswho were 
finally allowed back into 
neighborhoodson the east 
side of town a month af¬ 
ter the blaze killed at least 
85 people and destroyed 
about 14,000 homes. 

The couple, wearing white 
hazmat suits and leather 
gloves, searched for his 
gold wedding band, a 
Bible that belonged to his 
great-grandmother and 
C h ristma s o ma me nts ma d e 
by their son when he wasa 
boy. 

'We didn't own expensive 
things, but we had a lot of 
memory things," said J oyce 
McLean, 73. "If I can find a 
little piece of his family or 
just a little piece of my son, 

I would be happy." 

Earlier in the day, a long 
line of carswaited in a cold 
drizzle at a checkpoint to 
enterareaswhere evacua¬ 
tion orders had been lifted. 
Crews in yellow slickers 
were still clearing debris 
from burned homes and 
removing trees from streets 
littered with melted plastic 
trash cans and hollowed 
vehicleson tireless rims. 
Some residents have been 
allowed back into nearby 
communities in the fire 
zone, but Wednesday 
marked the first time resi¬ 


de nts of Paradise got a first¬ 
hand look at what was left 
of theirtown of 27,000 peo¬ 
ple that was hit the hardest 
by the blaze. 

More than 50,000 people 
in Paradise and the neigh¬ 
boring communities of Ma- 
galia and Concow were 
forced to quickly flee the 
towering, wind-driven 
flames that charred 240 
sq ua re miles (622 sq ua re ki¬ 
lo mete is). 

Authorities said 11 people 
were still unaccounted for 
in what was the deadliest 
U.S. wildfire in at least a 
century. 

Joyce McLean said she 
had seen photos on social 
media of herbumed home 
and knew one of the only 
things that survived was an 
American flag flying on a 
pole. 

'We lost everything but the 
clothes on our backs," she 
said about their harrowing 
dash forsafety. 

In their search Wednesday, 
they found tools that be¬ 
longed to Jerry McLean's 
father and a set of souve¬ 
nir spoons that belonged 
to Joyce McLean's mother, 
but there wasno sign ofthe 
precious items they had 
hoped to find. 

"I don't think we're go¬ 
ing to find the Bible, not 
much chance," said Jerry 
McLean, 72. 

Joyce McLean said the 
thought of returning after 
the fire had made her ner¬ 
vous and emotional, but 
she wanted to at least re- 
coverthe flag. 

"I think something was tell¬ 
ing us to be there," she said 
about the images she saw 
on social media. 'The only 
thing that was standing 
was the flagpole, with the 
flag still flying, and ourwel- 


come sign with our name 
and address." 

Rebecca Rogers of Chico 
came to support herfriend, 
Jennifer Christensen, who 
lost her Paradise home in 
the fire. 

Rogers believes she found 
the remains of Christensen's 
cat, Marble, under what 
used to be her friend's 
bed. Rogers was in tears 
when she approached the 
McLeans to ask for a bag 
to gather the remains. 

"I don't want her to look. 
It's just too much," Rogers 
sobbed before burying the 
rema ins in the front ya rd of 
her friend's home. "I've got 
to be strong; I've got to do 
thisforher. '□ 



Joyce McLean, wearing a hazmat suit looks through the re¬ 
mains of tier home Wednesday, Dec. 5,2018, in Paradise Calif. 

Associated Press 
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Michigan GOP moves to strip Democratic officeholders' power 



Sister Kathleen Nolan, a member of the Adrian Dominican Sisteis in Adrian, Mich., speaks out 
against Senate Bill 1171, or Michigan's One FairWhge proposal, on Wednesday, Nov. 28,2018, on 
the steps of the Michigan slate Capitol in Lansing, Mich. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID EGG EFT 
Associated Press 
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 

Republicans who con¬ 
trol Michigan's Legislature 
voted Wednesday to ad¬ 
vance a measure that strips 
campaign-finance over¬ 
sight power from the Dem¬ 
ocratic secretary of state- 
elect, and they moved to 
give lawmakersauthorityto 
stand up for GOP-backed 
laws if they think the incom¬ 
ing Democratic governor 
and attorney general are 
not adequately defending 
the state's interests 
"fhe lame-duck moves fol¬ 
lowed within hours of similar 
efforts in Wisconsin , where 
lawmakers voted earlier 
Wednesdayto shiftcloutto 
the Republican-controlled 
Legislature and weaken 
the Democrat replacing 
the GOP governor. 
Michigan Democrats in 
J anuary will jointly hold the 
governor, attorney general 
and secretary offices for 
the first time in 28 years, but 
the Legislature will continue 
to be controlled by Repub¬ 
licans. 

A day after GOP lawmak¬ 
ers finalized an unprec¬ 
edented maneuver to gut 
minimum wage and paid 
sick leave laws , a Senate 
panel passed legislation 
that would create the Fair 
Political Practices Commis¬ 
sion to enforce the cam¬ 
paign-finance law rather 
than Secretary of State- 
elect Jocelyn Benson, who 
ran in part on a pledge 
to advocate for election 
transparency. 

Democrats called the bill, 
which could clear the full 
Senate on Thursday, a bla- 
tantpowergrab thatwould 
fly in the face of voters. Re¬ 
publican Gov. Rick Snyder 
has not taken a position on 
the measure or others. 

"At no point did voters say 
they wanted the rules ma¬ 
nipulated. At no point did 


they say they wanted bills 
rushed through a hasty 
lame-duck session," said 
Patrick Schuh, state direc¬ 
tor for the liberal group 
America Votes. He ques¬ 
tioned the timing, saying 
such a commission was not 
proposed until a Democrat 
is on the verge of leading 
the sec reta ry of sta te offic e 
forthe first time in two-doz¬ 
en years. 

Republicans defended 
the legislation, saying the 
six-member panel of three 
Democrats and three Re¬ 
publicans would initially be 
appointed by Democratic 
Gov.-elect Gretchen Whit- 
mer. Eric Doster, a former 
long-time lawyer for the 
state GOP, testified that 
the commission would op¬ 
erate similarly to those in 
other states and said "now 
the time is right." 
Othercriticsofthe bill, how¬ 
ever, contended that the 
commission would be inef¬ 


fectual, saying its members 
would deadlock and be 
accountable to political 
parties that would submit 
a list of possible appointees 
to the governor. 

Also Wednesday, the 
House voted 58-50 for legis¬ 
lation that would empower 
the Legislature, House or 
Senate to intervene in any 
suit at any stage, a right 
already granted to the at¬ 
torney general. A hill that 
won Senate approval on a 
25-12 vote overDemocrats' 
objections would influence 
how Benson implements a 
new voter-approved con¬ 
stitutional amendment that 
establishesan independent 
redistricting commission to 
draw congressional and 
legislative maps instead of 
the partisan Legislature. 

The former measure is seen 
as a maneuver to ensure 
that Republicans could 
support laws if Democratic 
Gov.-elect Gretchen Whit- 


merand Democratic Attor¬ 
ney General-elect Nessel 
are lukewarm about GOP- 
passed measuresand drop 
appeals in cases the state 
loses.Nessel, for example, 
has said she probably will 
not defend a law allowing 
faith-based groups to re¬ 
fuse to serve same-sex cou¬ 
ples who want to adopt 
children. There could also 
be cases where legislators 
wa nt to ta ke the sa me sid e 
asthe attorney general but 
make a different legal ar¬ 
gument. 

Republicans disputed criti¬ 
cism that the legislation 
would undermine the role 
of the attorney general. 
The sponsor, Rep. Rob Ver- 
Heulen of Walker, said it 
would simply let the Leg¬ 
islature intervene without 
the court approval that it 
currently needs, regardless 
of which party is in power. 
'We're seeing more and 
more public policy issues 


being addressed in the 
courts, ratherthan solely in 
the legislative branch," he 
said. 'This in an institutional 
bill designed to ensure that 
the legislative branch has a 
voice." 

Democrats countered that 
the legislation is an uncon¬ 
stitutional o ve rre a c h. 

'The Legislature makes the 
laws, the executive branch 
enforces the laws and the 
judicial branch interprets 
the laws," said Rep. Robert 
Wittenberg of Huntington 
Woods. "Let's be clean This 
legislation would have nev¬ 
er been introduced, much 
less put on the agenda, 
had we seen different re¬ 
sults in the top-of-the-ticket 
elections less than a month 
ago." 

Democrats also criticized 
the bill thatwould prescribe 
how Benson randomly se¬ 
lects the four Democrats, 
four Republicans and five 
independents to sit on the 
redistricting panel. They 
said the a nti-gerry man¬ 
dering ballot initiative ap¬ 
proved last month isself-ex- 
ecuting, and the legislation 
is unconstitutional and is 
not supported by organiz¬ 
ers of the ballot drive nor 
people who voted for it. 
'The incoming secretary 
of state was elected to 
preside over election mat¬ 
ters," said Senate Minority 
LeaderJ im Ananich of Flint. 
'She's perfectly capable of 
figuring out who is a Demo¬ 
crat and who is a Republi¬ 
can without the help of this 
lame-duck Legislature." 

Yet the GOP sponsor, Sen. 
Phil Pavlov of St. Clair, said 
the legislation would not in 
"any way"affect Proposal 2 
but rather follow its goal of 
partisan "evennessand eq¬ 
uity" by restricting people 
affiliated with a political 
party from providing legal 
and accounting servicesto 
the commissionO 
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SUpieme Court takes up closely watched double jeopardy case 



In this Oct 5, 2018, file photo, the U. & Supreme Court building stands quietly before dawn in 
Washington. Hie Constitution says you can't be tried twice fiorthe same offense. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SHERMAN 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Constitution says you can't 
be tried twice forthe same 
offense. And yet Terance 
Gamble is sitting in prison 
today because he was 
prosecuted separately by 
Alabama and the federal 
government for having a 
gun afteran eariierrobbery 
conviction. 

Ihe Supreme Court is con¬ 
sidering Gamble's case on 
Thursday, and the outcome 
could have a spillover ef¬ 
fect on the investigation 
into Russian meddling in 
the 2016 election. 

At issue is whether to over¬ 
turn a court-created ex¬ 
ception to the Constitu¬ 
tion's double-jeopardy bar 
that allows state and fed¬ 
eral prosecutions for the 
same crime. The court's 
ruling could be relevant 
if President Donald Trump 
were to pardon someone 
implicated in special coun¬ 
sel Robert Mueller's probe 
and a state wanted to pur¬ 
sue its own charges a gainst 
that person. 

Supreme Court lawyerTom 
Goldstein joked at a Wash¬ 
ington event before the 
term began in October 
that the high court case 
should be called New York 
v. Manafort, a reference 
to formerTrump campaign 
manager Paul Manafort. 
Trump has refused to rule 
out an eventual pardon for 
Manafort, who has been 
convicted of federal finan¬ 
cial fraud and conspiracy 
crimes It's by no means 
certain that the high court 


ruling will affect future pros 
ecutions 

But Trump'sJ ustice Depart¬ 
ment isurging the court not 
to depart from what it says 
isan unbroken line of cases 
reaching back nearly 170 
years in favor of allowing 
prosecutions by state and 
federal authorities. Thirty- 
six states that include Re¬ 
publican-led Texas and 
Democratic-led New York 
are on the administration's 
side, as are advocates for 
Native American women 
who worry that a decision 
for Gamble would make 
it harder to prosecute do¬ 
mestic and sexual violence 
crimes. 

Civil rights scholars at How¬ 
ard University adopt a sort 
of middle ground that urg- 
esthe court to at least pre¬ 
serve the federal govern¬ 
ment's ability to lead civil 
rights prosecutions against 
people who have been 
acquitted of state charges 
Civil rights charges to fight 
crimes of racial violence 
have been a key tool for 
federal prosecutors, espe¬ 
cially when Southern juries 
were unwilling to convict 
defendants The most re¬ 
cent example the scholars 
cited is the successful fed¬ 
eral prosecution of Los An¬ 
geles police officers who 
had been acquitted of 
state charges in the beat¬ 
ing of Rodney King. 

On the other side, liberal 
and conservative groups 
say that the huge growth 
in federal criminal prosecu¬ 
tions in recent decades 
makes it urgent for the 


court to rein in successive 
prosecutions for the same 
crime. 

Reinforcing the seemingly 
odd alliancesin playonthis 
issue is that the unlikely high 
court duo of J ustices Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Clar¬ 
ence Thomas first suggest¬ 
ed in 2016 that the topic 
"bearsfresh examination in 
an appropriate case." 

At least four justices — the 
minimum required to hear 
arguments— felt Gamble's 
situation is that appropriate 
case. 

There is no dispute that 
Gamble's arrest in 2015 for 
possessing a 9 millimeter 
handgun led to state and 
federal charges. He plead¬ 
ed guilty in state court and 
tried to have the federal 
charge dismissed. When 


that failed, he pleaded 
guilty in federal court 
as well, with the idea of 
mounting the constitutional 
challenge that is now be¬ 
fore the Supreme Court. 
Gamble is not scheduled 
for release from prison un¬ 
til 2020, nearly three years 
later than he would have 
been freed from conviction 
on state charges alone, 
his lawyer, Louis Chaiten, 
wrote in court papers. 

The relevant portion of the 
Constitution's Fifth Amend¬ 
ment says that no person 
shall "be subject for the 
same offense to be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or 
limb." 

Chaiten said the language 
is clearly on Gamble's side. 
'The text of the Double 
Jeopardy Clause contem¬ 


plates no exceptions to its 
blanket guarantee of pro¬ 
tection from double prose¬ 
cution and punishment for 
the same offense,"Chaiten 
wrote. 

The administration coun¬ 
tered that the American 
legal system has long 
viewed violations of state 
and federal law as sepa¬ 
rate offenses, even if they 
result from the same con¬ 
duct. The court should not 
"invite the serious practical 
consequences of categori¬ 
cally precluding politically 
accountable officials from 
ever determining that a 
separate prosecution is 
warranted — which would 
hamstring state, tribal and 
federal law enforcement," 
Deputy Solicitor General 
J effrey Wall wrote.Q 


DHS CoastGuaid Academy retaliated againstwoman instructor 


NEW LONDON, Conn. (AP) 

— Officials at the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy retaliat¬ 
ed against a faculty mem¬ 
ber who had complained 
of harassment and bullying 
based on hergenderand 
race, according to a re¬ 
port from the Department 
of Homeland Security's Of¬ 
fice of Inspector General 
released Tuesday. 

The report says "a prepon¬ 
derance of the evidence" 
shows that the lieuten¬ 
ant commander at the 
New London, Connecticut 


academy received a poor 
annual evaluation "after 
making discrimination and 
harassment complaints 
against hersuperiors." 

The report also found that 
the Coast Guard failed to 
adequately respond to 
the woman's complaints, 
which were made in 2015 
and 2016, and subjected 
her to additional harass¬ 
ment after she made her 
initial complaints 
The person's name was 
blacked out in the heavily 
redacted report. The sub¬ 


jects of hercomplaints and 
those who handled them 
were also redacted. 

The report concluded with 
several recommendations, 
including supplemental 
training for Coast Guard 
supervisors and managers 
on the agency's discrimi¬ 
nation, harassment, and 
bullying policies 
It also ordered that the 
officer's evaluation be 
amended and said com¬ 
manders should be re¬ 
quired to document in 
writing the reasons for their 


findings and outcomes in 
response to bullying and 
ha ra ssme nt c o mp la ints. 

The academy did not im¬ 
mediately respond to mul¬ 
tiple phone messages for 
comment left Wednesday. 
U.S. Sens. Richard Blumen- 
thal and Chris Murphy, 
both Democrats from Con¬ 
necticut, said in a joint 
statement that the inspec¬ 
tor general's report is trou¬ 
bling. 

'The Inspector General's 
report is a damning indict¬ 
ment of the Coast Guard 


Academy's handling of 
racial discrimination and 
harassment. ... We fully ex¬ 
pect immediate, thorough 
and transparent steps to 
change this atmosphere 
of racial hostility and hold 
academy staff and officers 
accountable for their ac¬ 
tions." 

The academy is already 
the subject of a congres¬ 
sional investigation for ha¬ 
rassment, bullying and dis¬ 
crimination against minor¬ 
ity c a detsQ 
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Sarah Filins son checks into Alaska halfway house 



In this Oct 3,2018, file photo, Track Ralin, left talks with his law¬ 
yer Ratrick Beigt before a hearing in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Associated Press 


By RACHEL DO RO 
ANCHORAGE Alaska (AP) 

— The elder son of former 
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin 
turned himself in to an An¬ 
chorage halfway house 
Wednesday to begin a 
year in custody, following 
hisconviction forassaulting 
his father, an official said. 
Track Palin was initially 
scheduled to enter the 
halfway house Oct. 31 af¬ 
ter a judge decided new 
assault allegationsdisquali- 
fied him from a court pro¬ 
gram aimed at rehabilitat¬ 
ing veterans and said he 
would have to serve time 
instead. 

But the 29-year-old Army 
veteran won a delay after 
his lawyer said a bed at an 
Anchorage treatment hos¬ 
pital for veterans became 
available. He checked 
into the halfway house 


Wednesday morning, said 
Trey Watson of Geo Reen¬ 
try of Alaska Inc., which op¬ 
erates the halfway house. 
Palin in December 2017 
was accused of breaking 
into his parents' home and 


leaving his father, Todd, 
bleeding from cuts on his 
head, authorities have 
said. 

He pleaded guilty to misde¬ 
meanor criminal trespass in 
that case, after he was ini¬ 


tially charged with felony 
bunglaryand misdemeanor 
countsof assaultand crimi¬ 
nal mischief. 

Palin, who served a year in 
Iraq, has been accused of 
two other attacks on peo¬ 
ple close to him in recent 
years 

In September, Palin was ar¬ 
rested after a female ac¬ 
quaintance said he told her 
that she could not leave his 
house in Wasilla, took her 
phone and then hit her in 
the head, according to 
court documents. 

The woman said they wres¬ 
tled over the phone and 
that Palin let her leave after 
she screamed forhelp, ac¬ 
cording to an Alaska State 
Troopers affidavit. Troop¬ 
ers said Palin told them the 
two were arguing overhow 
they said goodbye and 
that any injuriesthe woman 


had were self-inflicted. 

Palin faces misdemeanor 
charges including assault, 
resisting arrest and disor¬ 
derly conduct in that case. 
Track Palin's plea arrange¬ 
ment called for him to 
serve 10 days in jail if he 
completed the therapeu¬ 
tic program and a year 
behind bars if he did not. 
0 nc e Pa lin c hec ks in to the 
halfway house, it'sup to the 
Department of Corrections 
to determine if he will serve 
the time at the halfway 
house, on house arrest or in 
jail, according to Anchor¬ 
age District Attorney Rich¬ 
ard Allen. 

Palin also was accused of 
punching his then-girlfriend 
in 2016. He pleaded guilty 
to misdemeanor possession 
of a firearm while intoxi¬ 
cated, and other charges 
were dismissed.□ 


Rallincommutessenfencesof210klahoma prisoners 


OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Gov. Mary Fallin on Tues¬ 
day commuted the sen- 
tencesof 21 prison inmates 
convicted of various nonvi¬ 
olent offenses in an unusual 
move that underscoresthe 
Republican leader's push 
to reduce Oklahoma's pris¬ 
on population. 

Fallin signed the commu¬ 
tations during an emotion¬ 
al ceremony at the state 
Capitol in which family 
and friends of the prisoners 
cheered every signature. 
"As we prepare for this 
Christmas holiday season, 
let's not forget," Fallin said, 
pausing as her eyes filled 
with tears. 'There is a God 
of second chances." 


Only a small number of 
commutation requests typ¬ 
ically reach the governor's 
office each year, and par¬ 
don and parole officials 
say only about 3 percent 
of requests are ultimately 
signed by the governor. 

But this year, Oklahomans 
for Criminal Justice Re¬ 
form, a bipartisan group of 
civic and business leaders, 
partnered with University 
of Tulsa law students for a 
commutation campaign 
that helped inmates pre¬ 
pare paperwork and co¬ 
ordinate for treatment, 
housing and job prospects 
upon their release. Each 
of the 21 offenders, mostly 
women convicted of drug 


crimes, were sentenced to 
10 or more years in prison 
for offenses that now carry 
only jail time or significantly 
reduced sentences. 
Another group of about 
two dozen offenders are 
expected to reach Fa Min's 
desk laterthis month. 
Fourchildren of 36-year-old 
Juanita Peralta, who was 
sentenced to 15 years in 
prison for drug possession, 
were among those excited 
about the release of their 
mother. "I wasta Iking to my 
sister, and she asked: Is this 
really happening?" said 
Peralta's eldest daughter, 
21-year-old Destiny Pinon 
of Ada. Pinon said she has 
been raising her siblings, 


who range in age from 8to 
15, since their mother was 
incarcerated two years 
ago. Initially 22 offenders 
were selected for commu¬ 
tation, but one inmate was 
cited for misconduct be¬ 
fore the requestswere sent 
to the governor, said John 
Estus, chief of staff for Okla¬ 
homa nsforCriminalJ ustice 
Reform. Fa Min's commuta¬ 
tions shaved more than 
340yearsoffthe sentences 
of the 21 inmates 
Oklahoma's incarceration 
rate has been increasing 
fordecades, and the state 
earlier this year surpassed 
Louisiana to earn the du¬ 
bious distinction as having 
the highest incarceration 


rate in the nation. 

Although Fallin in recent 
years has pushed for 
changes to the state's 
criminal justice system, like 
more treatment and sen¬ 
tencing options for non¬ 
violent offenders, many of 
her proposals have been 
resisted by the state'sGOP- 
controlled Legislature and 
elected district attorneys. 
After years of inaction by 
the Legislature, a group 
of civic and business lead¬ 
ers led an effort two years 
ago to reduce the penal- 
tiesfordrug possession and 
low-level property crimes. 
Voters approved the plan 
in 2016 with nearly 60 per¬ 
cent of the vote.Q 
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Bolder Patrol agent charged 
with capital murder in lexas 



Ibis file photo provided by the Webb County Sheriffs Office 
shows U.S. Border ftetiol agentJ uan David Ortiz. 

Associated Press 


By J AMIE S1ENG LE 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — A U S. Bor 

der Patrol agent has been 
charged with capital mur¬ 
der after telling investiga¬ 
tors he killed four sex work¬ 
ers whom he considered 
worthless and that he 
thought he was performing 
a service for his Texas bor¬ 
der hometown, a prosecu¬ 
tor said Wednesday. 

Webb County District At¬ 
torney Isidro Alaniz said he 
will seek the death penalty 
if Juan David Ortiz is found 
guilty in the September 
sla yings 

'The scheme in this case, 
from Ortiz's own words, was 
to clean up the streets of 
Laredo by targeting this 
community of individuals 
who he perceived to be 
disposable, that no one 
would miss and that he did 
not give value to," Alaniz 
said ata news conference. 
Ortiz, 35, thought he was 
doing his civic service by 
killing the women, the pros¬ 


ecutor said. 

A suspectcan be charged 
with capital murder if he 
is suspected in more than 
one killing in the same 
scheme with an overarch¬ 
ing motive, Alaniz said. 
Three of the women were 
shotto death and one died 
of blunt force trauma. 

'The evidence that was 
presented to the grand jury 
this morning showed that 
he killed these four inno¬ 
cent individuals in a cold, 
callous and calculating 
way,"he said. 

Alaniz said the horrific na¬ 
ture of the killings and Or- 
tiz'svigila nte mentality were 
factors in his decision to 
pursue the death penalty. 
Ortiz, who has been held in 
Webb County jail on a $2.5 
million bond since his Sept. 
15 arrest in Laredo, presents 
a clear danger to society, 
he said. 

The Border Patrol intel su¬ 
pervisor and Navy veter¬ 
an seemed to be living a 
typical suburban life with 


his wife and two children 
when the killings occurred. 
After the first slaying, Ortiz 
continued going to workas 
usual. He was only a nested 
after one victim was able 
to escape him and asked a 
state trooperforhelp. 

"By day, he was a family 
man. The evidence shows 
that he was a supervisor, 
that he would go about 
his daily activities like any¬ 
body here. He appeared 
normal by a II accounts and 
circumstances," Alaniz said. 
"At the nighttime, he was 
somebody else — hunting 
the streets ... for this com¬ 
munity of people and arbi¬ 
trarily deciding who he was 
going to kill next." 
Authorities have said Ortiz 
knew some of the victims 
and that he targeted them 
for their vulnerability. Me¬ 
lissa Ramirez, 29, was slain 
on Sept. 3, and 42-year-old 
Claudine Luera was killed 
on Sept. 13. 

On Sept. 14, he picked 
up another woman, Erika 


Pena, who told investiga¬ 
tors that Ortiz acted odd¬ 
ly when she brought up 
Ramirez's slaying and later 
pointed a gun at her in a 
gas station, according to 
court documents. Pena 
said Ortiz grabbed hershirt 
as she tried to get out of 
his truck, but she pulled it 
off and ran, finding a state 
trooper who was refueling 
his vehic le. 

Ortiz fled and, he later 
told investigators, he then 
picked up and killed his last 


two victims — 35-year-old 
Guiselda Alicia Cantu and 
28-year-old Janelle Ortiz, a 
transgenderwoman whose 
birth name was Humberto 
Ortiz. 

With Pena's help, authori¬ 
ties were able to track Ortiz 
to a hotel parking garage 
where he wasarrested. 
Ortizwasalso charged with 
aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon and un¬ 
lawful restraint in the attack 
on Pena, and evading ar¬ 
rest or detention.□ 


Disneyland tower suggested as legionnaiies 1 disease source 


IDS ANGELES (AP) — A 

cooling towerthat provides 
mist to make Disneyland 
visitors comfortable wasthe 
likely source for 22 cases 
in a Legionnaires' disease 
outbreak last yearnearthe 
theme park, a health offi¬ 
cial testified this week. 

Most of those who got sick 
visited the park in the fall 
of 2017. Disneyland has 
denied it was the source, 
pointing to three infected 
people who had been in 
the city of Anaheim where 
Disneyland is located, but 
not at the park itself. One 
of them died. Dr. Matthew 
7a hn ofthe Orange County 
Health Care Agency gave 


testimony Tuesday before 
an appeals board judge at 
the California Occupation¬ 
al Safety and Health Ad¬ 
ministration, which is inves¬ 
tigating the case.Shn said 
tests a round the time ofthe 
outbreak showed high lev¬ 
els of Legionella bacteria 
in two Disneyland cooling 
towers, which a re part of an 
air conditioning system that 
releases mist, the LosAnge- 
lesTimesreported. He said 
contaminated droplets 
likely spread to people in 
the park and beyond. Dis¬ 
neyland is appealing state 
fines, saying the outbreak's 
source was not scientifical¬ 
ly determined. 



In this Jan. 22, 2015, file photo, visitors walk toward Sleeping 
Beauty'sCasUe in the background at Disneyland Resort in Ana¬ 
heim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Upon questioning, Shn 
said he could not be 100 
percent certain that Dis¬ 
neyland was the source 
without additional testing. 
The disease is caused by 
bacteria that can grow in 
man-made water systems 
People can develop pneu¬ 
monia after breathing in 
contaminated vapor. 

A young girl who wasdiag- 
nosed with Legionnaires' 
after visiting Disneyland 
last fall has filed a lawsuit 
a gainst the theme park. 
'The facts don't support 
these claims and the law¬ 
suit has no merit," Disney 
spokeswoman Suzi Brown 
said Tuesday.Q 
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Macron scraps French fuel tax hike amid violent protests 



A demonstrator wearing a yellow jacket leading " Mac ion give us the wealth tax" protests atthe 
toll gates on a motorway atBianitz southwestern Ranee, Wednesday, Dec .5,2018. 

Associated Press 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
SAMUEL PE1REQUIN 
ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
scrapped a fuel tax rise 
Wednesday amid fears of 
new violence, after weeks 
of nationwide protests and 
the worst rioting in Paris in 
decades. 

Protesters celebrated the 
victory, but some said Ma¬ 
cron's surrender came 
too late and is no longer 
enough to quell the mount¬ 
ing anger at the president, 
whom they consider out of 
touch with the problems of 
ordinary people. 

Macron decided Wednes¬ 
day to "get rid" of the tax 
planned for next year, an 
official in the president's 
office told Ihe Associated 
Press. Prime Minister Ed¬ 
ouard Philippe told law- 
makersthe tax is no longer 
included in the 2019 bud¬ 
get. 

Ihe decision has ramifica¬ 
tions beyond France, since 
the fuel tax rise was part of 
Macron's efforts to wean 
France off fossil fuels in or¬ 
der to reduce greenhouse 
gases and help slow cli¬ 
mate change. Itswithdraw- 
al is both a blow to broad¬ 
er efforts to fight climate 
change and a warning to 
other world leaders trying 
to do the same thing. 

Ihe "yellow vest" protests 
began Nov. 17 over the 
government plan to raise 
taxes on diesel and gaso¬ 
line, butbythetime Macron 
bowed to three weeks of 
violence and abandoned 
the new fuel tax, protest¬ 
ers were demanding much 
more. Many workers in 
France are angry over the 
combination of low wages, 
high taxes and high unem¬ 
ployment that have left 
many people struggling fi¬ 
nancially. 

On Tuesday, the govern¬ 
ment agreed to suspend 
the fuel tax rise for six 
months. But instead of ap¬ 
peasing the protesters, it 
spurred othergroupsto join 
in, hoping for concessions 
of their own. The protests 
took on an even biggerdi- 
mension Wednesday with 
trade unions and farmers 
vowing to join the fray. 


Police warned of potential 
violence during demon¬ 
strations in Paris on Satur¬ 
day, with one small security 
forces union threatening a 
strike. 

So after nightfall Wednes¬ 
day, as parliament de¬ 
bated the 2019 budget, 
Macron's government sud¬ 
denly gave in. 

"I have no problem with 
admitting that on such or 
such question we could 
have done differently, that 
if there is such a level of an¬ 
ger ... it's because we still 
have a lot of things to im¬ 
prove," the prime minister 
told legislators. 

Philippe said 'the tax is 
now abandoned" in the 
2019 budget, and the gov¬ 
ernment is "ready for dia¬ 
logue."The budget can be 
renegotiated through the 
year, but given the scale 
of the recent protests, Ma¬ 
cron is unlikely to revive the 
added fuel tax idea any¬ 
time soon. 

Jacline Mouraud, one of 
the self-proclaimed spokes- 
people for the disparate 
yellow vest movement, told 
the AP that Macron's con¬ 
cession "comes much too 
late, unfortunately." 

"It's on the right path, but 
in my opinion it will not fun- 


da mentally change the 
movement,"she said. 

Three weeks of protests 
have caused four deaths, 
injured hundreds and lit¬ 
tered central Paris with 
burned cars and shattered 
windows 

The sweep of the protests 
and their wide support by 
citizensof all political stripes 
hasshocked Macron'sgov- 
emment. In the last few 
days, Paris saw the worst 
anti-govemment riot since 
1968, French students set 
firesoutside high schools to 
protesta new university ap¬ 
plication system, small busi¬ 
ness owners blocked roads 
to protest high taxes, and 
retirees marched to protest 
the president's perceived 
elitism. 

Macron's popularity has 
slumped to a new low since 
the demonstrations be¬ 
gan. The former investment 
banker, who has pushed 
pro-business economic re- 
formsto make France more 
competitive globally, is ac¬ 
cused of being the "presi¬ 
dent of the rich" and of 
being estranged from the 
working classes 
On Wednesday, France's 
largest farmers union said 
it will launch anti-govern¬ 
ment protests next week, 


aftertrucking unionscalled 
fora rolling strike. 

Trade unions so far have 
not played a role in the 
yellow vest protest move¬ 
ment but are now trying to 
capitalize on growing pub¬ 
lic anger. A joint statement 
from the CGTand the FO 
trucking unions called for 
action Sunday night to pro¬ 
testa cut in overtime rates. 
The FNSEA farmers union 
said it would fight to help 
French farmers earn a bet¬ 
ter income but would not 
officially be joining forces 
with the "yellow vests" — 
protesters wearing the 
high-visibility vests that mo¬ 
torists are required to keep 
in theircars. 

French police have cleared 
most of the fuel depots that 
protesters blocked earlier 
in the week, but fuel short¬ 
ages still hit parts of France 
on Wednesday, affecting 
hund red s of g a s sta tio ns. 
Demonstrators also 

blocked toll booths, let¬ 
ting drivers pass without 
paying, to press demands 
that ranged from higher in- 
comesand pensions to the 
dissolution of the National 
Assembly, France's parlia¬ 
ment. At Tolbiac University 
in downtown Paris, students 
took over a school build¬ 


ing and classes were can¬ 
celed. 

'We need taxes, but they 
are not properly redistrib¬ 
uted," protesterThomasTri- 
cottettold BFM television. 
The high school students' 
FIDL union called for "mas¬ 
sive" protests Thursday and 
urged France's education 
ministerto step down. 

One student was injured 
during protests at a high 
school in Saint-J ean-de- 
Braye in north-central 
France. BFM said he was 
shot in the head with a rub¬ 
ber bullet. Julien Guiller, a 
spokesman forthe regional 
school administration, told 
the AP thatthe student was 
expected to survive. 

Until he scrapped the fuel 
tax rise, Macron's actions 
after returning from the 
G-20 summit in Argentina 
had done little to persuade 
protesters that he was lis¬ 
tening to theirconcems 
He has refrained from 
speaking publicly about 
the protestsand haslargely 
remained in his palace. 
On Tuesday night, he was 
jeered as he traveled to 
a regional government 
headquarters that was 
torched by protesters over 
the weekend. 

One activist said Wednes¬ 
day that he fears more 
deaths if Saturday's yellow 
vest demonstration in Paris 
goes ahead and urged 
Macron to speak out and 
calm the nation. 

"If not there will be chaos," 
said Christophe Chalen- 
con. 

Chalencon, a 52-year-old 
blacksmith from southern 
France, told the AP the 
French public needs Ma¬ 
cron to "admit he made a 
mistake, with simple words 
... that touch the guts and 
heart of the French." 

In a disparaging tweet, U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
claimed that Macron's de¬ 
cision Tuesday to delay the 
gas tax hike showed that 
the French leader doesn't 
believe in the 2015 Paris 
global climate accord. 

The Trump tweet came as 
thousands of climate ex¬ 
perts were meeting in Po¬ 
land to work out national 
responsibilities in the fight to 
reduce emissions and slow 
global warming.□ 
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Police anest84in European crackdown on Italian mob 



Masked police stand in an ice paiiorin Duisburg, western Geimany, Wednesday, Dec. 5,2018as 
authoritiesconductcooidinated raids in Germany, Italy, Belgium and the Netherlands in a crack¬ 
down on the Italian mafia. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER, 
Associated FYess 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — In an investigation 
that underscored an Italian 
crime syndicate's role as a 
leading player in interna¬ 
tional cocaine trafficking, 
police in four countries ar¬ 
rested at least 84 suspect¬ 
ed mobsters Wednesday in 
a series of carefully coordi¬ 
nated raids. 

Those detained allegedly 
workforthe Italian 'ndrang- 
heta criminal network that 
traffics in cocaine on a 
global scale. 

"It's almost a cliche, but the 
operation carried outtoday 
confirms again the great 
dangerofthe 'ndrangheta, 
not just in drug trafficking, 
where it's the undisputed 
leader, but (also) in the fi¬ 
nancial sphere," said Fran¬ 
cesco Ratta, a top police 
official in the southern Ital¬ 
ian region of Calabria. "It's 
an evolved 'ndrangheta, 
that we can say knows no 
borders... It'san 'ndranghe¬ 
ta that day by day chang¬ 
es its skin ... but still keeps 
ties" to its home base in Ca¬ 
labria. 

European officials an¬ 
nounced the arrests at 
the Hague headquarters 
of Eunojust, the European 
Union prosecutors agency 


set up to bolster the fight 
against cross-border crime 
in the 28-nation bloc. Euro- 
just and EU police agency 
Europol coordinated the 
raids. 

'Today we send a clear 
message to organized 
crime groups across Eu¬ 
rope," said Filippo Spiezia, 
vice president of Eunojust, 
the EU prosecution agency 
that coordinated the raids. 
'They a re not the only ones 
able to operate a cross bor¬ 


ders; so are Europe's judi- 
ciaryand law enforcement 
communities." 

As well as arresting dozens 
of suspected mobsters in It¬ 
aly, Germany, Belgium and 
the Netherlands, police 
seized drugs and around 2 
million euros ($2.3 million). 

It was the second signifi¬ 
cant mob takedown in as 
many days. On Tuesday, 
Italian authorities said they 
had dismantled the rebuilt 
upper echelons of the Ma¬ 


fia in the Sicilian capital 
of Palermo by arresting 46 
people, including the man 
presumed to have taken 
overasprovincial kingpin. 
Wednesday's raids were 
the culmination of a two- 
year investigation code- 
named Pollino against the 
powerful'ndrangheta crim¬ 
inal group on allegationsof 
cocaine trafficking, money 
laundering, bribery and vi¬ 
olence, Eurojust said. 

The 'ndrangheta is Italy's 


most powerful criminal or¬ 
ganization, eclipsing by far 
Sicily's Cosa Nostra or the 
Naplesarea Camorra. 
Eurojust said the massive 
probe was the biggest of 
its kind in Europe. About 
four tons of cocaine were 
traced during the investi¬ 
gation. Cocaine and ec¬ 
stasy pills also were seized 
in Wed nesd a y's ra id s. 

Italian police hailed the 
close cooperation be¬ 
tween European police 
forces and Eunojust's co¬ 
ordination, saying it was 
an important new crime¬ 
fighting tactic that allowed 
investigators in different 
countries to share informa¬ 
tion in real time. 

But Italy's top Mafia prose¬ 
cutor, Federico Cafiero De 
Raho, also sounded a note 
of caution, saying the raids 
only scratched the surface 
of the powerful 'ndrang¬ 
heta, whose tentacles and 
illicit activities, including 
huge cocaine trafficking 
operations, were spread all 
over the world. 

Speaking in The Hague, 
Cafiero de Raho said the 
arrests "are nothing for 
'ndrangheta. There are 
thousands of people who 
should be arrested and bil- 
lionsof eurosthatshould be 
seized.'□ 


UN hosts meeting of regional envoys over Western Sahara 


Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The U N. 

secretary-general's envoy 
for Western Sahara is meet¬ 
ing with foreign ministers 
from Algeria, Morocco and 
Mauritania plus leaders of 
the Polisario Front over the 


future of the Morocco-an¬ 
nexed territory. 

U.N. envoy Horst Koehler, a 
former German president, 
hosted a "round-table" dis¬ 
cussion among the attend¬ 
ees at the first U.N.-hosted 
talks on the territory in six 


years, after meeting with 
them bilaterally earlier 
Wednesday. 

The U.N. says the two-day 
meeting is a first step to¬ 
ward a renewed nego¬ 
tiations process aiming to 
"provide for the self-deter¬ 


mination of the people of 
Western Sahara." 

Morocco annexed the 
former Spanish colony in 
1975 and fought the pro¬ 
independence Polisario 
Front until a U.N.-brokered 
cease-fire in 1991. 


Morocco has proposed 
wide-ranging autonomy for 
Western Sahara, while the 
Polisario Front wants a ref¬ 
erendum on the territory's 
futureO 
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Serbian premier: Armed intervention in Kosovo an option 



In this photo taken Tuesday, Nov. 21,2017, Serbian Prime Minister Ana Bmabic speaks during a 
press conference in Belgrade, Serbia. 

Associated Press 


By DUSAN SIOJANOVIC 
Associated Press 
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) 

— Serbia's prime minister 
warned on Wednesday 
that the formation of a 
Kosovo army could trigger 
Serbia's armed intervention 
in the former province — 
the bluntest warning so far 
amid escalating tensions in 
the Ba Ika ns. 

Serbian Prime Minister Ana 
Bmabic said that she hopes 
"we won't ever have to use 
ourarmy, but unfortunately 
that is currently one of the 
options on the table." 
Kosovo's parliament will 
vote Dec. 14 on transform¬ 
ing the country's security 
forces into a regular army. 
Serbian officials allege the 
army would be used to 
chase the Serb minority out 
of Kosovo — a claim re- 
peatedlydenied byKosovo 
official&NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
on Wednesday issued a 
warning on Kosovo's inten¬ 
tion to transition into army. 
"Such a move is ill-timed. It 


goes against the advice of 
many NATO a Hies and may 
have serious repercussions 
for Kosovo's future Euro-At¬ 
lantic integration,"he said. 


Russia, which is close ally 
of Serbia, called Kosovo's 
planned move "another 
destabilizing and provoca¬ 
tive step." 


'The Kosovo authorities' 
move to form their own 
'army' ... may lead to the 
most severe consequences 
not only forthe region's Ser¬ 


bian population but also 
forthe security of the entire 
Balkans," a Russian Foreign 
Ministry statement said. 
Bmabic said Kosovo's eth¬ 
nic Albanian leadership 
should "come to their sens¬ 
es," warning: 'We cannot 
stand aside and watch in 
silence while someone is 
conducting new ethnic 
cleansing" of Serbs in the 
Balkans.Kosovo Prime Min¬ 
ister Ramush Hardinaj said 
Wednesday that it's "a pure 
lie" that the intentions of a 
new Kosovo army would 
be to occupy northern 
Kosovo where a majority of 
Serbs live. 

'The army is not for the 
north. Our army is for Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq, to help 
those countries" in peace¬ 
keeping missions, he said, 
according to Kosova press 
news agency.Kosovo de¬ 
clared independence in 
2008. Serbia and its allies 
Russia and China don't rec¬ 
ognize Kosovo as a coun¬ 
try, while the United States 
and most of the WestdoO 



Some Africans are studying their way out of prison 


By DESMOND TIRO 
JOSPHATKASIRE 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 

Morris Kaberia was on Ke¬ 
nya's death row and feel¬ 
ing suicidal when he came 
across a program that 
eventually set him free. 

The former police officer 
had been imprisoned for 
violent robbery, and his 
protests that he had been 
framed went unanswered. 
Then he heard about the 
African Prisons Project, 
which is turning even illiter¬ 
ate prisoners into their own 
legal advocates in coun¬ 
tries where such assistance 
isdesperately rare. 

In September, the 47-year- 
old wasreleased afterrep- 
resenting himself in court. 
He is now pursuing a law 
degree from the Univer¬ 
sity of London. "J oining the 
program is actually the 
thing which gave me my 
life back," he said. "I saw 
that there is a possibility 
of thinking big ... that the 
wallscannot limit me." 
Eight hundred prisoners 


In this photo taken Wednesday, Oct 31,2018, prisoner Gibson Makini, 40, center, who aids his 
fellow inmates in writing legal documents, stands with them in Naivasha Prison in Kenya. 

Associated Press 


have been freed this year 
alone as of October, proj¬ 
ect spokeswoman Peggy 
Nyahera said. 

The project in Kenya and 
neighboring Uganda was 
founded in 2007 by then- 
British law student Alex¬ 


ander McLean, who was 
volunteering in Uganda 
when he witnessed the sor¬ 
ry state of inmates. Many 
are illiterate and poor, with 
little resourcesto represent 
themselves. 

Underthe project, inmates 


who need it are master¬ 
ing basic literacy and then 
encouraged to study law. 
Project staffers and in¬ 
mates role-play in mock 
court situations while law 
students act as judges 
"Last examination we did 


in May, we had a distinc¬ 
tion from this prison. We 
had somebodywho had a 
72 pass mark grade, which 
is a distinction under the 
grading of the University of 
London,"said Hamisi Mzari, 
a legal aid officerwith the 
project who works with in¬ 
mates at Kenya's Kamiti 
Maximum Prison. 

The experience can trans¬ 
form inmates and change 
how others treat them, 
Mzari said. "People are now 
seeing that the people 
whom we took into prison, 
whom we had considered 
that they a re the litter a nd 
the garbage of society, 
they are now coming out 
as polished gold." 

The prisoner with the high 
score in May, 45-year-old 
George Karaba, had been 
charged with murder and 
sentenced to death. He 
sayshe had lost hope. Now 
he's applying for a presi¬ 
dential pardon and has 
become a trustee, with a 
leadership role among his 
peersQ 
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"nos orguyo...^Aruba's pride" 
shopping • dining • night life • movies • liquid fire works 

Great Breakfast SPECIALS 


Starting at $8.99 




Restaurants 

Happy Cow Dutch Pancakes 
The Humidor 
Melt Away Cafe 
The Mini Market 
TGI Friday’s 
Che Bar 

Le Creperie Paseo 
Starbucks 


Stores 

Sunset Shack 
Pandora 

Little Switzerland 
The Athlete’s Foot 
Kok Optica 
Carmen Steffens 
Harley Davidson 
Aruba Aloe 
Nike Store 
Tommy Hilfiger 
Maggy's 



Shopoiog Food Cinema Activities Water Shows Lounge Bar 


Stores are open io:ooAM-io;ooPM Sunday; 5 ;ooPM-io;ooPM 
Paseo Herencia Shopping & Entertainment Center, 

J.E. Irausquin BLvd 382A, Palm Beach, Aruba 

G F O YouTube 

#paseoherencia 
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With online 
reservations on 
super saver day 
No exceptions 


UOtLl NKAl E IICKSTS 



SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30-7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Mexico's new leader says relations with Trump good 


Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) - Mex¬ 
ico's leftist new president 
said Wednesday that re¬ 
lations with U.S. President 
Donald Trump are "good," 
and the two will probably 
talk soon about the immi¬ 
gration issue. 

Many analysts had been 
expecting President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador 
to run into headlong con¬ 
flict with Trump, especially 
since a caravan of about 
7,000 Central American 
migrants set up camp on 
the U.S. bonder last month. 
Ihe caravan's presence, 
and an attempt to cross 
the bonder en masse, led 
Trump to threaten to close 
the border. 

But Lopez Obrador said he 
is hopeful the two sidescan 
agree on developmentaid 
for Central America and 
southern Mexico to create 
jobs so people won't have 


about this issue in particu¬ 
lar, the immigration issue," 
he said. 

Mexico's Foreign Relations 
Secretary Marcelo Ebrand 
has been in Washington for 
talks on the issue. 

But Lopez Obrador side¬ 
stepped questions about 
whether Mexico will agree 
to house migrants while 
theirasylum claimsare pro¬ 
cessed in the United State, 
as U.S. officials have report¬ 
edly proposed. 

Still in his first week in of¬ 
fice, Lopez Obrador also 
said he is weighing what 
steps to take in regard to 
his extremely loose person¬ 
al security arrangements, 
which have been widely 
critic ized. 

"We are looking at this is¬ 
sue," the president said, 
"My friends, family, civic 
activists, you (the press) are 
constantly bringing it to my 
attention."0 


Mexico's Resident Andies Manuel Lopez Obrador waves as he anivesforthe swearing-in 
ceremony for Mayor-elect Claudia Sheinbaum, in Mexico City, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. 

Associated Press 

to emigrate. munication is good," Lopez "It is very likely that in com- 

"We are in constant com- Obrador said Wednesday ing days we will talk with 
munication, and the com- "Relations a re good." President Donald Trump 



Cuba to begin lull internet access for mobile phones 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 


HAVANA (AP) — Cuba an¬ 
nounced Tuesday night 


that its citizens will be of¬ 
fered full internet accessfor 
mobile phones beginning 
this week, becoming one 
of the last nations to offer 
such service. 

Mayra Arevich, president 
of the Cuban state tele¬ 
com monopoly ETECSA, 
went on national television 
to say Cubans can begin 
contracting 3G service for 
the first time Thursday. 

Until now, Cubans have 
had access only to state- 
run email accountson their 
phones.lhe Cuban govern¬ 
ment has been building a 
3G network in cities across 
the island and some tour¬ 
ists, Cuban government of¬ 
ficials and foreign business¬ 


people have had access 
to itforseveralyears. 

The communist-governed 
island hasoneofthe world's 
lowest rates of internet use 
but that has been expand¬ 
ing rapidly since Presidents 
Barack Obama and Raul 
Castro declared detente 
in 2014. Expansion has not 
slowed with President Don¬ 
ald Trump's partial rollback 
of relations. 

Cuba authorized home in¬ 
ternet in 2017and hundreds 
of public Wi-Fi connection 
points have opened in 
parks and plazas around 
the country. 

The new service will cost 
about 10 cents per mega¬ 
byte, with packages rang¬ 


ing from 600 megabytesfor 
about $7 to four gigabytes 
fora bout $30. 

Those prices are roughly in 
line with global standards 
but still out of reach for 
many Cubans who subsist 
on state salaries of about 
$30 a month. 

Cuba ran a fiber-optic 
connection to Venezuela 
in 2012, allowing the island 
to shift from slow and costly 
satellite links It then began 
the slow process of allow¬ 
ing citizens to get online. 
The government opened 
state-run internet cafes in 
2013, joined by Wi-Fi sites 
two years later. The number 
of sites has grown to more 
tha n 800.Q 



In thisJ uly 1,2015 file photo, youths use a password protected 
wifi network coming from a five star hotel to surf the Internet on 
their smart phones in downtown Havana, Cuba. 

Associated Press 
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HourofCode 


ORANJES1AD — The Hour 
of Code started as a one- 
hour introduction to com¬ 
puter science, designed to 
demystify "code", to show 
that anybody can learn 
the basics, and to broaden 
participation in the field of 
computer science. It has 
since become a worldwide 
effort to celebrate com¬ 
puter science, starting with 
1-hour coding activities 
but expanding to all sorts 
of community efforts! Over 
the past years since its in¬ 
ception in 2014, the Hourof 
Code has reached tens of 
millions of students in 180+ 
countries. The event takes 
place around the world 
from December 3rd till De¬ 
cember 7th, 2018. 

Ihe Hour of Code is an at¬ 
tempt to teach people the 
basics of computer pro¬ 
gramming in 60 minutes in 
a fun, simple way. It is part 
of a campaign that Code, 
org, a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion, launched in the US 
with the goal of introducing 
coding into the US curricu¬ 
lum and raising awareness 
around what coding is "fhe 
idea was to show that it's 
not just about the geek in 


the basement orthe super¬ 
tech-savvy person but that 
it actually plays a role in 
everything we do and ev¬ 
erybody should have ac¬ 
cess to it. And 20 million kids 
signed up to it. 

Snce 2015 Aruba hasbeen 
taking part in this "hour of 
code". It was introduced 
by Mr. Peter Sc ho ling of the 
national library of Aruba. It 
started out with 150 partici¬ 
pants and today they have 
reached almost 1.930 par¬ 
ticipants under the guid¬ 
ance of 80 volunteers. With 
the cooperation of the 
Government of Aruba and 
several other companies 
they made it possible for 
different schools of Aruba 
to be able to be part of this 
Sc hoolsthat will take partin 
thisyear'shourof code are 
College San Antonio, Abra¬ 
ham de veer, Reina Beatrix, 
and SPO scol ofishi y algun 
otro mas. The national Li¬ 
bra tywillalso have a school 
invited forthis. The compa¬ 
ny Gamma will be helping 
Mon Plaisir School , Prinses 
Amalia and our national 
water plant will be hosting 
Santa Famia School. Not 
only will kidsbe taught how 



to do coding but also how 
to solve problems, how to 
be flexible and how to deal 
with change in speed. This 


will also enhance their cre¬ 
ativity. This event is for suit¬ 
able for everyone. Young 
and old. Anyone can learn 


from it and experience the 
fun of it. □ 



Monetaiy Policy 



ORANJ ESIAD — During its 
meeting of September 21, 
2018, the Monetaiy Policy 
Committee (MPC) of the 
Cerrtrale Bank van Aruba 
(CBA) decided to keep 
the reserve requirement at 
11.0 percent and to uphold 
the advance rate at 1.0 
percent; after reviewing 
the most recent economic 
and monetary data. The 
following information and 
analysis were considered 
in reaching this decision, 
based onJ uly 2018data. 

International reserves 

Both the international re¬ 
serves (+1.8 percent) and 
official reserves (+3.0 per¬ 
cent) recorded growth 
in the first seven months 


of 2018. Consequently, 
the international reserves 
and the official reserves 
reached, respectively, 
Afl. 1,857.6 million and Afl. 
1,698.1 million at end-July 
2018. 

Credit developments 

Growth in total commer¬ 
cial bank credit remained 
positive (+1.9 percent) in 
July 2018, compared to 
December 2017. This de¬ 
velopment was mainly 
driven by surges in housing 
mortgages, commercial 
mortgages, and current 
account loans. 

Inflation 

The 12-month average 
rate of inflation rose to 1.3 


percent in J uly 2018, com¬ 
pared to -0.5 percent in 
December 2017, primarily 
the result of an uptick in the 
transport, food, and recre¬ 
ation and culture compo¬ 
nents. The 12-month core 
inflation (excluding energy 
and food) reached 0.8 
percent, an increase of 0.6 
percentage point. 

Tourism 

During the first seven 
months of 2018, tourism 
indicators development 
noted upturns, as growth 
was registered in tourist ar¬ 
rivals (+2.0 percent), visitor 
nights (+2.0 percent), and 
cruise visitor arrivals (+3.6 
percent). 


Money supply 

In July 2018, money sup¬ 
ply registered an increase 
of Afl. 181.1 million to Afl. 
4,388.4 million compared 
to December 2017, result¬ 


ing from expansions in the 
net domestic assets (+Afl. 
133.1 million) a nd in the net 
foreign assets (+Afl. 48.0 
million, excluding revalua¬ 
tion differences). O 
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C HANUKAH UVE CONC ERTON THURSDAY NIGHT 




A R 


B A 


t/ce 


P L AYA 
LINDA 

PARKING LOT 


G R 
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NOR/ 


RAFFLE for WEEKEND STAY in ARUBA 
CHANUKAH CELT DROP 
LATKESand DOUGHNUTS 
FUN CRAFT for EVERY CHILD 


FREE 

ADMISSION 


VIP 

TICKETS 

AVAILABLE 


CHABAD OF ARUBA | 5927613 | WWW.JEWISHARUBA.COM/CHANUKAH 

tAHAn PCMB pi8£r»ffr' 


CHABAD 



ORAN) ES1AD — All are in¬ 
vited to Chabad Aruba's 
annual Chanukah Live 
Conceit taking place in 
Palm Beach tonight on 
Thursday evening. Abi 
and Eli, singers from Pan¬ 
ama will entertain the 
guests with a full array of 
fine Jewish music, there 
will be a lighting of the 
biggest Chanukah Me- 
norah in Aruba and of 
course free latkes and 
J elly Donuts - a night of 
joy and light! 

"The conceit is bound to 
be an exciting evening 
full of fun for all the fam¬ 
ily- the atmosphere at 
the previous Chanukah 
Live Concerts was elec¬ 
tric and Rabbi Ahron Bias- 
berg and his wife Chaya 
from Chabad are sure this 
year will be no different. 

"The singersare spectacu¬ 
lar, there will be a bounce 
house for kids, Kosher hot 
dogs and Chanukah gifts 
for sale, and thanks to our 


sponsors- all invited and 
free entry for everyone! 
It's going to be an event 
you don't want to miss!" 
Rabbi Blasberg says. 
Chabad would like to 
thank the Playa Linda Re¬ 
sort for hosting the event 
and sponsoring the week¬ 
end stay raffle prize, and 
all the other sponsors for 
making thisevent happen 
and free for all to attend: 
CMB- Caribbean Mer¬ 
cantile Bank, Diamond 
International, the Ponson 
family, the Cigar Empori¬ 
um, 4D Photo Bar and the 
Brickel Bay Beach Club & 
Resort. 

Chanukah Live Concert 
will take place tonight 
"Thursday December 6th 
at the Playa Linda parking 
lot. Doorsopen at 6.30pm 
with the concert begin¬ 
ning at 7pm. 

For more information orto 
purchase VIP tickets visit 
www.JewishAmba.com/ 
Chanukah □ 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


100,000 POINTS AWARDED EACH DAYl 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 25 points or 4 table credits and swipe at 
any kiosk to play. Play up to five times each day. 

5m? ftw' for ctoMs 




Blvd #47 


THE SHOPS 


Bonus 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

S6 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Gomes lo Play 

ij(^| Over $1,000 in 
Cash Prizes! 


AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Solon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

?\m $500 fash Prize incur Monthly 
Early Gird Dfciwisig. 


L 


CASINO AND SHOPS 583,5000 j casmoalbmbra.com 

£::- V *j ^ ^^^ 1 j - -«-.f - *- 
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Honoring at the Barcelo Hotel 


ORANJ ESTAD — Recently, J ona- 
than Boekhoudt of Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor a loyal and 
Riendly family as Distinguished 
Visitors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary title is presented on behalf 
of the Minister of Tourism, Trans¬ 
portation, as a token of appre¬ 
ciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba between 10-20and more 
consecutive years. 

The honorees are Mr. Jack & 
Mrs Amanda and theirchildren 
J ack& Katelyn Kopera, who are 
residents of Lake Hopatcong, 
New J ersey. The honorees stat¬ 
ed that they love the beautiful 
weather, the people of Aruba 
and the amazing sunsets very 
much. 

Boekhoudt together with rep¬ 
resentatives of Barcelo Hotel 
presented the certificate to 
the honoreesand handed over 
some presents to them and 
thanked them forchoosing Aru¬ 
ba astheirvacation destination 
and as her home away from 
home forso many years. □ 
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Happy Island Miracles in Pictuies&Wbids 


Books, they can shake yourworid upside down. A good book ischang- 
ing yourmood like that perfect vacation spot that energizesyourspirit. 

Put these two together and what you get is a vacation book, a mem¬ 
ory of that wonderful, heavenly place where you spent your valuable 
leisure time. Aruba Today dived into a local book store and wondered 
which Aruba books thrill the visitor's mind. Sylvia Wouters, store manager 
atBruna Bookstore, gladly helped usoutand informed usabouta small 
selection of Happy Island Miracles in picturesand words. 

Aiuba Point to Point by Federico Cabello 

"Beautiful picturesof Aruba, thisisa perfectcoffee table bookto dream 
away with", explains Sylvia. Ihe book has 192 full color pages and more 
than 400 photos in a landscape format of 9.1 x 6.6 x 1.1 inches. In the 
words of the author: "Slipping beyond a dynamic tourist industry to dis- 
coveritswild and undeveloped beauty. Starting atthe extreme north of 
the island, at California Lighthouse, I travel south along pristine beaches 
of white sand and calm, translucent seas, passing hotels, sailboats and 
shipwrecksasl go. Atthe southern tip, it is hard notto wishthatthe island 
would never end. Then back up the rocky East coast, where time and 
the eternal embrace of the waves have opened secret bays and stun¬ 
ning beaches in the shelter of rock walls. From beach to beach, point 
to point, cave to cliff to boatto bird, Aruba truly is... One Happy Island." 

We Are Aiuba by Linda Reijnders 

Worldly life talesof islanders that come from 76 different countries. This is 
a book that tells the stories of immigrants who make up forthe multicul¬ 
tural society that Aruba is A world within an island, a cocktail of people. 
Ihe book is visibly enriched with a picture of each interviewed immigrant 
and an image of her/his country as well as a map with the country's 
location. In the back you will find a list with all nationalities living in the 
island and their numbers. 

Aiuba Monuments Guide by Michel Bakkerand Olga vanderKloosher 

Aruba! Everyone knows this tropical island in the sun with pearly white 
beachesand palm treesswaying in the trade winds. Buttheresmore to 
Aruba than this. It hasa fascinating history, a diverse culture and a rich 
architecture. Tracescan still be found ofthe original indigenous inhabit¬ 
ants, and ofthe gold industry and aloe plantations. Ihe islands architec¬ 
tural heritage includes historic churches, a fortand a lighthouse. And you 
will come across the islands characteristic cunucu houseswhereveryou 
go. Thisguide will lead you through thiswonderful cultural heritage along 
three routes: one driving route around the entire island, and two walking 
routesin the citiesof Oranjestad and San Nicolas. You will discoverplac- 
esknown only to insiders. And of course thisguide also provides historical 
background sand practical information. 

Modem Caribbean Havois by Helmi Smeulders 

This is the bookaboutthe contemporary Caribbean kitchen with healthy 
recipes made with fresh and local ingredients. With recipes for Tropic a I 
Quinoa Salad with Mango & Pomegranate Seeds, Sweet Potato Salad, 
Goat Merguez, Watermelon Sangria or Plantain Soup, the Caribbean 
vibe enters yourkitc hen, and you feelfora bit you are backin the tropics 
again. ...Q 


* Aruba * Point to Point 




\ HELMI SMEULDERS 


SPICE GIRL'S 

; MODERN 
CARIBBEAN 
FLAVORS 

FRESH AND HEALTHY RECIPES 
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Ohio State NCAA college foot¬ 
ball head coach Urban Meyer 
answers questions during a 
news conference announcing 
his retirement Tuesday, Dec. 
4, 2018, in Columbus* Ohio. 

Associated Press 

For Ukban 
Meyer, a 
good time 
to say 
goodbye 

By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP SportsColumnist 
Urban Meyer stood before 
Ohio State boosters seven 
yearsago with one goal in 
mind a she returned to the 
state he grew up in and 
the university where he got 
his first job. 

"Our objective is simple: 
to make the state of Ohio 
proud," Meyer said. 

As Meyer walks away from 
coaching — perhaps for 
good — the final report 
card on that is mixed, at 
best. 

Yes, there was a lot to be 
proud of on the field, where 
Meyereamed his huge sal¬ 
ary and more. Under his 
watch, the Buckeyes won 
a national championship 
and lost only nine times in 
seven years. 

Those are the kind of num¬ 
bers that get statues erect¬ 
ed for coaches at some 
schools. But there won’t be 
any statue of Meyer out in 
front of the Horseshoe in 
Columbus. 



Calgary rallies pa 
Columbus 9-6 I 


Calgary Harries' Sean Monahan celebrates his goal againstthe Columbus Blue Jackets' during the third period of an NHL hoc key 
game Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2018, in Columbus* Ohio. Hie Hames beat the Blue J ac kets 0-6. 


Continued on Page 22 


Associated Press 
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Week 13 chock full of bad calls and bad looks for the NFL 



In this Oct. 8, 2017, file photo, Kansas City Chiefs running back Kareem Hunt warms up for the 
team's NFL football game against the Houston Texans in Houston. 

Associated Press 


By ARNIE STAPLETON 

AP Pro Football Writer 
J ust when the NFL was en¬ 
joying a ratings rebound 
and an explosion of offen¬ 
sive firepower that has fans 
giddy over their favorite 
and/or fantasy teams, the 
league reverted to its bum¬ 
bling ways in Week 13. 

It began with a prime-time 
officiating fiasco by its most 
experienced crew. 

The poor performance by 
referee Walt Anderson's 
crew Thursday night sullied 
an otherwise classic Saints- 
Cowboys showdown that 
reminded everyone de¬ 
fense can be sexy, too. 
Jaylon Smith’s helmet-to- 
helmet hit on Alvin Kamara 
was the most egregious 
non-call, one that Fox 
Sports rules analyst Mike 
Pereira called “a clear ex¬ 
ample of leading with the 
crown of the helmet.” 

J ust feet a wa y fro m the ille¬ 
gal hit were field judge Terry 
Brown and line judge Byron 
Boston, both of whom kept 
their yellow flags tucked 
safely away as New Or¬ 
leans coach Sean Payton 
went ballistic. 

Just under the six-minute 
mark came the most cru¬ 
cial bad call. 

With the Cowboys fac¬ 
ing third-and-5 from the 
50-yard line. Saints corner- 
back P.J. Williams tackled 
Cowboys receiver Cole 
Beasley a full yard shy of 
the first-down marker, but 
the officials said to move 


the chains. 

Out of challenges, Payton 
was helpless to get the call 
reviewed, and because it 
was outside of 2 minutes 
and not a scoring play, the 
league's hands were tied, 
too. 

Payton had his own inex¬ 
plicable blunder after the 
tea ms traded takeaways in 
the final minutes. 

After Dallas got the ball 
back at the Saints 16 with 
2:08 left, Ezekiel Elliott ran for 
2 yards and Payton burned 
his last timeout three sec¬ 
onds before the 2-minute 
warning. 

Flad he waited, the Cow¬ 


boys likely would have run 
twice, forcing the Saints to 
call their final timeout and 
running more time off the 
clock. A field goal would 
have left the Saints down 
six with about 45 seconds 
for Drew Breesto try to pull 
off some last-minute mag¬ 
ic. 

But the timeout at 2:03 
meant the Cowboys could 
throw on second down 
knowing the clock would 
stop regardless once the 
play wasover. A pass inter¬ 
ference call gave them a 
first down and they ran out 
the clock. 

The next day brought more 


bad news for the league 
when TMZ released surveil¬ 
lance video of Kareem 
Hunt shoving and kicking 
a woman in an altercation 
that ultimately led to the 
star running back’s release 
from the Ka nsa s C ity C hiefs 
and landed Hunt on the 
commissioner's exempt list. 
On Sunday, Hunt told ESPN 
that the league had never 
interviewed him about the 
matter, which prompted 
the NFL to release a state¬ 
ment defending itself. 

Hunt was cut the same day 
Washington Redskins exec¬ 
utive Doug Williams apolo¬ 
gized for calling linebacker 


Reuben Foster’s domestic 
violence arrest “small pota¬ 
toes” compared to crimes 
committed by people in 
power. 

The Redskins took plenty of 
heat after claiming Foster 
off waivers from the San 
Francisco 49ers, who re¬ 
leased him Tuesday, three 
days after he was arrested 
and charged with domes¬ 
tic violence in Tampa, Flor¬ 
ida. 

Sunday's games brought 
anotherslew of gaffes. 

Most notable was the Los 
Angeles Chargers getting 
away with a blatant false 
start on a touchdown for 
the second time this sea¬ 
son. 

In October, Chargers right 
tackle Russell Okung wasn't 
whistled for an obvious 
false start on a touchdown 
play against Cleveland, 
and shortly afterward, the 
NFL fired down judge Hugo 
Cruzforinadequate perfor¬ 
mance. 

On Sunday night in Pitts¬ 
burgh, the Chargers did it 
again , only this time it was 
right tackle Sam Tevi who 
clearly jumped early on 
Philip River’s 46-yard touch¬ 
down throw to Travis Benja¬ 
min. 

“We've seen it before and it 
led to a dismissal. I certainly 
hope that doesn't happen 
again,” said Pereira, noting 
“that was a miss that was 
on the same level as the 
one” in October.Q 



NFL refs back official accused 
of calling player vulgar name 


By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 

The NFL Referees Associa¬ 
tion is questioning why the 
league isn’t focusing more 
attention on Bills defensive 
end J erry Hughesforthreat- 
ening umpire Roy Ellison fol¬ 
lowing Buffalo's game at 
Miami last weekend. 

Ellison has been placed 
on administrative leave 
while the NFL investigates 
Hughes' accusation that 
Ellison called him a vulgar 
name during the game. 

In a statement released 
Wednesday, NFLFIA ex¬ 


ecutive director Scott 
Green says the associa¬ 
tion expects the NFL's in¬ 
vestigation to clear Ellison 
while turning the focus on 
Hughes. 

Green says Hughes has a 
history of being flagged for 
personal misconduct and 
arguing with officials. 

“While we are disappoint¬ 
ed that the NFL has yet to 
address that aspect of the 
incident, we look forward 
to working with the league 
during its review, and will 
ensure that Roy's rights are 
protected during this pro¬ 


cess," Green said. 

TV video shows the player 
confronting Ellison in the 
tunnel near the locker 
room and accusing him o 
using a derogatory term. 
Hughes waved his index fin 
gerand shouted, "I’ll catch 
you! I’ll catch you, guaran 
teed!” before being pulled 
away by a teammate. 
Ellison was suspended in 
2013 for making a deroga¬ 
tory statement to Washing¬ 
ton tackle Trent Williams 
during a game.Q 


At left, in a Jan. 7, 2018, file photo, Buffalo Bills defensive 
end Jerry Hughes (55) leaves the field after an NFL wild-card 
playoff football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, 
in Jacksonville, Fla. At right, in a Nov. 19, 2015, file photo, 
umpire Roy Ellison (81) gestures during the third quarter of 
an NFL football game between the Jacksonville Jaguars and 
Tennessee Titans, in Jacksonville, Fla. 
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Atlanta’s Martinez wins MVP award in Major League Soccer 



In this Sunday, Nov. 25, 2018, file photo, Atlanta United forward 
Josef Martinez celebrates after scoring a goal against the New 
York Red Bulls during the first half in their Eastern Conference 
finals MLS soccer game in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports WHber 
ATLANTA (AP) — J osef 
Martinez claimed the MVP 
award from Major League 
Soccer on Wednesday af- 
tershattering the record for 
goals in a season and lead¬ 
ing Atlanta United to the 
championship game. 

The 25-year-old Venezu¬ 
elan striker received his 
Landon Donovan trophy 
during a ceremony at the 
headquarters of United 
owner Arthur Blank. 
Martinez already earned 
the Golden Boot for scoring 
31 goals in 34 games this 
season, breaking the mark 
of 27 shared by Roy Lassit¬ 
er, Chris Wondolowski and 
Bra d ley Wrig ht-Phillips 
"I'm very happy because 
this isan award we all want¬ 
ed," Martinez said through 
a translator. "It is due to a 
lot of work by myself, my 
teammates, my coach¬ 
ing staff and my family. I 
just want to tha nk aII those 


people." 

He credits his teammates 
for giving him plenty of 
scoring chances, including 
fellow MVP finalist Miguel 
Almiron. The other finalists 
were Zlata n Ibrahimovic 
of the Los Angeles Galaxy, 
Wayne Rooney of D.C. 
United and Carlos Vela of 
LosAngelesFC. 

"If it wasn't for all those 
guys, all the passes they 
assisted me on this sea¬ 
son, the spectacular year 
that all of them had, we 
wouldn't be talking about 
this award or talking about 
Atlanta United playing in 
the final,” Martinez said. 

He has added three goals 
in the playoffs Atlanta won 
the Eastern Conference 
title and will host the MLS 
Cup final on Saturday night 
against the Portland Tim¬ 
bers. 

The MVP is eager to add 
one more trophy to his col¬ 
lection. 

"We want to be champi¬ 


ons," Martinez said. "We've 
been working two sea¬ 
sons for this opportunity. 
We don't want to let it slip 
away." 

After coming to Atlanta 
United from Torino in Italy's 
Serie A, Martinez made an 
immediate impact with 
the MLS expansion team 
in 2017. He scored 19 goals 
in 20 league games and 
might've broken the scor¬ 
ing record ifnotfora quad¬ 
riceps injury that kept him 
out for two months. He was 
hurt while playing for the 
Venezuelan national team. 
Atlanta coach Tata Mar¬ 
tino came into this season 
with high expectations for 
the diminutive striker. 

"When I rejoined the team 
in February, there was a 
meeting between myself 
and Tata," Martinez re¬ 
called. "Tata told me all I 
have to do is find space 
and I could score 30 goals 
in a season. At the time, I 
didn't believe him. Some¬ 


times people say things, 
but you don't expect it to 
come true. Thanks to every¬ 
one, I was able to do it." 
Martino will be coaching 
his final game with Atlanta 
in the MLS Cup. He is ex¬ 
pected to take over at 
Mexico's national coach. 

"I just wish him the best 
wherever he goes," Marti¬ 


nez said. "Maybe we'll re¬ 
connect in the future." 
Martinez said he keeps his 
Golden Boot trophy on 
a table at his home, sur¬ 
rounded by game balls. 
When asked what he plans 
to do with the MVP award, 
he couldn't resist having 
some funO 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood, Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood"or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy" Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour 
trips also available).To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.corn or call Herbert direct at 
(297)-5924040, 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (dosed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 
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Matthews nets 2nd goal late in OTas Maple Leals edge Sabres 



Toronto Maple LealsIbiwaid Austen Matthews (34) caniesthe puck during the second period of 
an NHLhockey game againstthe Buffalo Sabres, Tuesday, Dec. 4 , 2018, in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Aus 

ton Matthews scored his 
second goal with three 
seconds on the clock in 
overtime, and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs matched their 
best start in 84 years with a 
4-3 victory over the Buffalo 
Sabreson Tuesday night. 
Ihe Maple Leafs won their 
fifth straight game and im¬ 
proved to 20-8. The only 
other time it took them just 
28 games to reach 20 wins 
waswhen they opened the 
1934-35 season at 20-6-2. 
Patrick Marleau scored 
with 5:13 remaining in reg¬ 
ulation to force overtime, 
and Kasperi Kapanen set 
up the decisive goal. Jake 
Gardiner also scored and 
Mitchell Mamer had an 
assist to give him 11 in five 
games. Frederik Andersen 
stopped 38 shots to win his 
fourth straight. 

Jack Eichel scored twice 
for Buffalo, which dropped 
to 0-2-2 since equaling the 
franchise record with a 10- 
game winning streak. Sam 
Reinhart had a goal and 
ana ssist. 

GOLDEN KNIGH1S 5, CAPI¬ 
TALS 3 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Nate 
Schmidt scored twice in 
the final two minutes to lift 
Vegas over Washington in 
a rematch of the Stanley 
Cup final last spring. 

It was the first time Wash¬ 
ington skated at T-Mobile 
Arena since winning and 
hoisting the Stanley Cup in 
J une. 

Schmidt burst through the 
neutral zone and beat 
goalie Braden Holtby with 
a tiebreaking wrist shot with 
1:24 left for his first goal of 
the season. The former 
Capital added an empty- 
nette r mo me nts la te r. 

Ryan Reaves, Pierre Ed- 
ouand-Bellemare and Cody 
Eakin also scored for the 
Golden Knights Marc-An¬ 
dre Fleury made 23 saves. 

J akub Vrana had two goals 
and Alex Ovechkin scored 
for Washington. Holtby also 
stopped 23 shots. 

PENG UNS 6, AVALANC HE 3 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pa trie 
Homqvist's natura I hat trie k 
in the third period powered 
Pittsburgh past Colorado. 
The Avalanche had erased 
a three-goal deficit to tie 


the game going into the 
third when Homqvist went 
to work. 

His power-play goal 6:11 
into the final period gave 
the Penguins the lead. 
Homqvist beat Semyon 
Varlamov again 1:21 later 
to push Pittsburgh's ad¬ 
vantage to two, and the 
veteran from Sweden com¬ 
pleted the hat trick on his 
next shift when he fired a 
wrist shot by Varlamov less 
than 90 seconds later. 

J ake Guentzel, Evgeni Mal¬ 
kin and Derick Brassard also 
scored for the Penguins, 
who halted Colorado's 
11-game point streak. Kris 
Letang added two assists, 
and Casey DeSmith made 
42 saves 

Tyson Barrie, CarlSoderberg 
and Matt Nieto scored for 
the Avalanche, who had 
their six-game road win 
streak snapped. 

UGH1NING 6, RED VUINGS5, 
SO 

DETROIT(AP) — Nikita Kuch- 
erov and defenseman Vic¬ 
tor Hedman scored in a 
shootout to give Tampa 
Bay a comeback win over 
Detroit. 

The Ughtning, who have 
won seven of eight, erased 
a 5-3 deficit in the third pe¬ 
riod and overcame Frans 
Nielsen's hat trie k. 

Mathieu Joseph had two 
goals and an a ssist for Tam¬ 
pa Bay. Steven Stamkos, 
J .T. Miller and Cedric Pa¬ 
quette also scored. 


Ryan Callahan had two as¬ 
sists and Edward Pasquale 
made 19 saves to win his 
NHL debut. He stopped 
Nielsen and ThomasVanek 
in the tiebreaker. 

Despite the shootout goal, 
Kucherov's 10-game point 
streak came to an end. 
Nielsen scored three times 
for his second career hat 
trie k. Gustav Nyquist scored 
twice for the Red Wings, 
plusa shootout goal. 

JETS3, ISLANDERS 1 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jacob 
Trouba and Adam Lowry 
scored 22 seconds apart 
early in the third period to 
rally Winnipeg over New 
York. 

Nikolaj Ehlers added an 
empty-net goal with 2.1 
seconds left and Connor 
Hellebuyck stopped 27 
shots as Winnipeg won for 
the fifth time in six games. 
The J ets have three straight 
road wins for the first time 
this season after complet¬ 
ing a sweep of their three- 
game trip to the New York 
area. 

Anders Lee scored for the 
Islanders, who have lost 
three of four. 

PANTHERS 5, BRUINS O 
SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Rober¬ 
to Luongo made 33 saves 
in his 77th career shutout, 
Mike Hoffman scored twice 
and Florida blanked Bos¬ 
ton. 

Luongo, who returned to 
the lineup after missing five 
games with a knee injury, 


passed Ed Belfourand Tony 
Esposito for sole possession 
of ninth place on the NHL's 
shutout list. 

Jonathan Huberdeau 
had a goal and two as¬ 
sists, while Mike Matheson 
and Evgenii Dadonov also 
scored. Aleksander Barkov 
had three assists and Keith 
Yandle added two. 
Jaroslav Halak stopped 39 
shots as the Panthers had 
a season-high 44 shots on 
goal. The Bruins lost for the 
third time infourgames 
FLAMES 9, BLUE JACKETS 6 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
J ohnny Gaudreau had two 
goals and two assists, and 
Calgary scored five times in 
the second period to rally 
past Columbus 
Cam Atkinson netted a 
hat trick to extend his point 
streak to 11 games, but the 
Blue J ackets lost their sec¬ 
ond straight. 

Sean Monahan also had 
two goals and two assists 
for Calgary, which scored 
five straight goals for a 6-4 
lead during the second 
period. Monahan opened 
that barrage 1:55 into the 
sec o nd, a nd Elia s Und ho Im, 
Matthew Tkachuk, Noah 
Hanifin and TJ Brodie fol¬ 
lowed with goals. Tkachuk, 
Hanifin and Brodie scored 
in a span of 1:53. 

Monahan, Gaudreau and 
Austin Czamikeach scored 
in the third period for Cal¬ 
gary. 

David Rittich and Mike 


Smith combined to stop 24 
shots for the Flames. Cal¬ 
gary earned a point in its 
fifth straight game to stay 
atop the Pacific Division 
and improved to 17-9-2. 
Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 
18 of 26 shots before being 
replaced in the third period 
byj oonasKorpisa lo. 

Sch Werenski, J osh Ander¬ 
son and Nick Foligno also 
scored forColumbus. 
CANADIENS 5, SENATORS 2 
MONTREAL (AP) — Max 
Domi had two goals and 
an assist and J onathan Dr- 
ouin added a goal and 
two assists as Montreal de¬ 
feated Ottawa. 

Artturi Lehkonen and Bren¬ 
dan Gallagher also scored 
for the Canadiens, who 
won for the second time in 
eight games. Carey Price 
stopped 28 shots. 

Mark Stone and Dylan De- 
Melo scored for the Sena¬ 
tors, whose three-game 
winning streak was halted. 
Craig Anderson made 36 
saves 

VUILD 3, CANUCKS2 

VANCOUVER, British Co¬ 
lumbia (AP) — J ason ZLrck- 
er broke a tie late in the 
second period and Minne¬ 
sota scored on all three of 
itspowerplays, beating the 
staggering Vancouver Ca- 
nucksto stop a three-game 
slide. 

Ryan Suterand 7a ch Pa rise 
also scored for the Wild. 
Devan Dubnyk made 29 
savesand Mikael Granlund 
had two assists. 

Josh Leivo scored on his first 
shot in a Canucks uniform. 
TylerMotte also had a goal 
for Vancouver, which has 
lost 12 of 13. Anders Nilsson 
stopped 25 shots. 

COYOTES 2, KING SI 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Nick 
Schmaltz had a power-play 
goal, Adin Hill made 25 
saves for his fourth straight 
win and Arizona beat Los 
Angeles 

Lawson Crouse scored 
a short-handed goal for 
the Coyotes, undefeated 
since acquiring Schmaltz 
in a trade with Chicago on 
Nov. 25. Hill has stopped 84 
of 86 shots since replacing 
an injured Antti Raanta to 
start the third period at Min¬ 
nesota on Nov. 270 
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In this Oct 9, 2017, photo, Philadelphia 76ets guard 
Markelle Fultz controls the ball during the first quarter of a 
pneseason NBA basketball game againstthe Boston Celtics 
in Boston. 

76ersG RiHzout 
indefinitely with 
thoracic inflation 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Philadelphia 76ers guard Markelle 
Fultz is out indefinitely with thoracic outlet syndrome. 

Fultz visited with several specialists to figure out what's ail¬ 
ing him. The Sixers said the specialists have identified a 
compression or irritation in the area between the lower 
neck and upper chest. Physical therapy was recom¬ 
mended for Fultz before returning to play. 

Fultz’s representatives informed the Sixers last month that 
the guard would be shut down until he had been exam¬ 
ined by specialists. 

Fultz was the No. 1 pick of the 2017 draft. He played just 14 
games last season because of a shoulder injury that ap¬ 
peared to affect his shooting mechanics and made him 
one of the more scrutinized players in the NBA. Fultz lost 
his starting spot in the rotation when the Sixers traded for 
Jimmy Butler. The 20-year-old Fultz is averaging 8.2 points, 
3.1 assists and 3.7 rebounds and is shooting 42 percent 
from the fieldO 

All top players set for 
Australian Open in January 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Australian Open officials 
say the world's top 102 
women and top 101 men 
have confirmed they will 
compete at the first Grand 
Sla m tennis touma ment of 
2019. 

World No. 1 Smona Halep 
heads up the women's 
field and Novak Djokovic, 
seeking his record seventh 
Australian Open title, is the 
No. 1-ranked male player. 

The tournament begins 
Jan. 14 at Melbourne Park 
with Roger Federer and 
Caroline Wozniacki as 
singles defending cham- 
pions.Serena Williams, 
ranked No. 16, plans to 
make her return to Mel¬ 
bourne Park for fhe first 
time since winning in 2017 



Romania's Smona 
Halep clenches her fist 
after defeating Spain's 
Garfoine Muguiuza during 
their semifinal match at 
the Bench Open tennis 
tournament in Raris on J une 
7, 2018. Halep won 6-1, 6-4. 

while eight weeks' preg¬ 
nant with baby Alexis 
Olympia. 

Tournament officials said 
Wednesday that Andy 
Murray, who is returning 
after an injury layoff, has 
entered using a protected 
ranking.Q 



Dallas Mavericks forward Luka Doncic (77) attempts a shot over Portland Trail Blazers center 
Jusuf Nurkic (27) as Portland Trail Blazers Al-Farouq Aminu (8) and Maurice Harkless (4) look on 
during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2018, in Dallas. 

Associated Press 


Doncic, Matthews lead Mavericks 
past Trail Blazers 111-102 


By The Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) - Luka Don¬ 
cic scored 21 points and 
Wesley Matthews added 
17 as the Dallas Mavericks 
won forthe ninth time in 11 
games, beating the Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers 111-102 
Tuesday night. 

DeAndre Jordan added 12 
points and 17 rebounds for 
Dallas, which won its eighth 
straight at home for the first 
time since its championship 
season of 2010-11. 

Doncic, who missed his first 
game Sunday with a right 
hip strain, scored 14 in the 
second half and finished 
with nine rebounds. 

Damian Lillard scored 25 of 
his 33 points in the second 
half as Portland tried, but 
failed, fo rally from a defi¬ 
cit that was mostly double 
digits through almost all the 
first three quarters. Lillard 
and C.J. McCollum strug¬ 
gled from the field, going 
17 for 42, and 4 for 15 from 
3-point range. 

PACERS96, BULLS90 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Myl¬ 
es Turner matched his sea¬ 
son high with 18 points and 
added 11 rebounds and 
five blocked shofs as Indi¬ 
ana spoiled the debut of 
new Chicago coach Jim 
Boylen. 

Darren Collison had 23 


points and eight rebounds, 
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 
14 points and Tyreke Ev¬ 
ans finished with 10 for In¬ 
diana. Domantis Sabonis 
added nine points and 11 
rebounds off the bench for 
the Pacers. 

Lauri Markkanen led the 
Bulls with 21 points and 10 
rebounds. Justin Holiday, 
facing off against his broth¬ 
er, Indiana rookie Aaron 
Holiday, finished with 15 
points. Chicago has lost 
seven straight games. 
Boylan was named Bulls 
coach on Monday, tak¬ 
ing over for the fired Fred 
Hoiberg, who was let go 
following a 5-19 start this 
season. Hoiberg had a 115- 
155 mark with one playoff 
appearance in three-plus 
seasons. 

MAGIC 105, HEAT 90 

MIAMI (AP) — Aaron Gor¬ 
don scored 20 points and 
grabbed 13 rebounds, 
Nikola Vucevic finished 

with 19 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds and Orlando beat 
Miami. 

Terrence Ross added 19 off 
the bench for the Magic, 
who were 14 for 28 from 
3-point range. Evan Fourni¬ 
er scored 13 and DJ Augus¬ 
tin had 11 forOrlando. 
Justise Winslow scored 14 
for Miami, which had won 


two straight — and still 
hasn't had a three-game 
winning streak this season. 
Kelly Olynyk scored 13, Has- 
san Whiteside had 12 and 
Dwyane Wade and James 
Johnson each added 11 
forthe Heat. 

Whiteside left the Heat 
bench with 40.5 seconds 
left and walked to the lock¬ 
er room. He didn't play in 
the fourth quarter, and has 
been unhappy when that's 
occurred in the past. 

JAZZ 139, SPURS 105 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 
Donovan Mitchell scored 
20 points and Rudy Gobert 
had 18 points and 10 re- 
boundsto lead Utah. 

Kyle Korver scored 15 points 
in his first home game since 
he returned to the Jazz, 
and Derrick Favors added 
14 points as Utah won for 
the first time at home in 
nearly a month. The Jazz 
beat Boston 123-115 on 
Nov. 9, but have been on 
the road much of the sea¬ 
son and haven't found a 
rhythm at home. 

Jakob Poeltl scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 20 points for the 
Spurs. DeMar DeRozan 
and LaMarcus Aldridge 
each scored 16 points for 
San Antonio, which fell to 
1-13 when Aldridge fails fo 
reach fhe 20-point mark.Q 
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SPORTS BRIEFS 


New York Rangers defenseman Marc Staal (18) controls the 
puck against Winnipeg Jets defenseman Josh Morrissey (44) 
during the second period of an NHL hockey game, Sunday, 
Dec. 2, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Press 

Forbes: Rangers 
remain most valuable 
NHL franchise 


TORONTO (AP) — The New 

York Rangers are the NHL's 
most valuable franchise for 
a fourth consecutive year, 
according to Forbes. 

The Rangers top the an¬ 
nual list of franchise valu¬ 
ations at $1.55 billion, up 3 
percent from last year. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs 
are second at $1.35 bil¬ 
lion, and Montreal Cana- 
diens third at $1.3 billion, 4 
percent increases for both 
clubs 

Original Six clubs make up 
the top five, with the Chi¬ 
cago Blackhawks fourth 
at $1.05 billion and the 
Boston Bruins fifth at $925 
million. The Detroit Red 
Wings are not far behind 
in eighth ($775 million) and 
have seen an 11 percent 


increase thanks to a new 
downtown arena. 

Los Angeles (sixth, $810 mil¬ 
lion), Philadelphia (seventh, 
$800 million), Vancouver 
(ninth, $735 million) and 
Washington (10th, $725 

million) round out the top 
10. "The Capitals enjoyed 
a league-best 16 percent 
boost with their first Stanley 
Cup title. 

The Vegas Golden Knights 
are 12th at $575 million af¬ 
ter reaching the Cup final 
as an expansion team. 

At the other end of the list 
are the Florida Panthers 
(30th, $295 million) and Ari¬ 
zona Coyotes (31st, $290 
million). The clubswere the 
only two to lose value ac¬ 
cording to Forbes, down 3 
percent eachO 


liud Kipchoge, 
Ibaiguen win IAAF 
best- athlete a wa ids 


PARIS (AP) — Marathon 
world-record holder Eliud 
Kipchoge of Kenya and 
Colombian long jumper 
Caterine Ibarguen won the 
IAAF athletes of the year 
awards Tuesday. 

Kipchoge, 34, clocked 2 
hours, 1 minute, 39 seconds 
at the Berlin Marathon 


in September, shaving a 
whopping 78 seconds off 
the previous world record 
set in the German capital 
in 2014 by fellow Kenyan 
Dennis Kimetto. 

Kipchoge also won a third 
London Marathon victory 
in April. 

□ 




In this Dec. 2,2018, file photo, Ohio State head coach Ukban Meyerwalksoffthe field with his wife, 
Shelley Meyer, early Sunday after defeating Northwestern in the Big Ten championship NCAA 
college football game in Indianapolis. 

Associated Press 


URBAN MEYER 
Continued from Rage 17 

Too much baggage and 
too many questions about 
his judgment and propensi¬ 
ty for disregarding the truth 
forthatto happen. 

It's a conflicted legacy in 
a world where success is 
almost always defined by 
wins and losses For all the 
victories Meyer had — and 
all the money he made — 
it was getting increasingly 
hard to believe some of the 
things that came out of his 
mouth. 

"That was a problem every 
time he stepped before a 
microphone to talk about 
his team. And it was surely 
becoming more of a prob¬ 
lem when the parents of 
18-year-old recruits began 
asking the kind of hard 
questions that Meyer had 
no desire to answer. 

He should have been fired 
before the season even 
began, aftera university re¬ 
port showed he tolerated 
domestic violence accu¬ 
sations and other bad be- 
haviorfrom assistant coach 
Zhch Smith — and then lied 
a bout what he knew. 
Meyerkepthisjob butdidn't 
do his cause any good with 
a series of defiant state¬ 
ments that seemed to por¬ 
tray himself as the real vic¬ 
tim in the ongoing drama. 
After a three-game sus¬ 
pension , Meyer was back 
on the sideline and ended 
up leading Ohio State to 
a Rose Bowl appearance 
that at any other school 


might have been consid¬ 
ered a successful season. 
But even before he an¬ 
nounced his resignation 
Tuesday — ostensibly for 
health reasons— itwasbe- 
coming increasingly clear 
that Meyer wouldn't be 
completing a contractthat 
paid him $7.6 million a sea¬ 
son and ran through 2022. 
Again, too much baggage 
and too many questions. 
Meyerseemed to acknowl¬ 
edge asmuch when asked 
whether the suspension 
would cloud his legacy 
once he leavesOhio State. 
"I'm sure it will... lean lie to 
you and say it is not impor¬ 
tant to me,"he said. 
Probably not the best 
choice of words consider¬ 
ing everything. But football 
is Meyer's life work, and 
how he'll be remembered 
fo r tha t wo rk is impo rta nt to 
him, as it should be. 

He won two national titles 
at Florida and added a 
third at Ohio State. Aside 
from Clemson coach Dabo 
Swinney, he's the only 
coach in the country who 
hasn't been steamrolled 
totally by Nick Saban and 
the machine he's built at 
Alabama. 

But the controversy that 
Meyer played a big partin 
creating was never going 
to completely go away. 
Meyer wasn't going to win 
in the court of public opin¬ 
ion like he won on the foot- 
ball field, no matter how 
aggrieved he felt. 

And, in the end, maybe 


there's one thing we can 
take Meyer's word on — 
and that's his health. It was 
hard to watch Meyer at 
times on the sideline this 
year bent over from pain 
from a cyst in his brain that 
causes severe headaches 
And don't forget that he 
left Florida earlier because 
of stress-related issues. 
Meyer said he doubts he 
willcoachagain,and that's 
the right call. He's got noth¬ 
ing more to prove on the 
field, and he's never going 
to prove to his detractors 
that he is a different person 
tha n they think he is 
But if the mark of a good 
coach is that his former 
players still love him, Meyer 
seemsgood onthatcount. 
A number of them took to 
social media to give their 
thanks a sthe news of his re¬ 
tirement spread. 

'To the man who gave me 
the opportunity of a life¬ 
time," Detroit Lions offen¬ 
sive tackle Taylor Decker, 
a former Ohio State star, 
posted on Instag ram , "and 
whose football program 
molded me into a man ... 
all I can say isTHANKYOU." 
Meyer will coach on New 
Year's Day against Wash¬ 
ington in his first — and pre¬ 
sumably last — Rose Bowl. 
With designated successor 
Ryan Day by his side, Meyer 
will try for one last win be¬ 
fore going on to an unde¬ 
fined role at OSU, presum¬ 
ably with a settlement of 
the $38 million he has left 
on hiscontractO 
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Jewish athletes condemn anti-Semitism after temple shooting 


By JIMMY GOLEN, AP Spoils 
VUHter 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) 

— Memphis Grizzlies for¬ 
ward Omri Casspi, who was 
bom in Israel, was early in 
his NBA career when he 
saw a picture of himself 
defaced with a swastika. 
Arizona Cardinals quarter¬ 
back Josh Rosen grew up 
with kids who made fun of 
the size of his nose. 

New England Patriots re¬ 
ceiver Julian Edelman has 
heard anti-Semitic taunts 
during games, but he had 
been willing to write them 
off as opposing fans 'Just 
trying to get underneath 
yourskin." 

'You've been called stuff 
here and here," Edelman 
said. "But nothing to the ex¬ 
tent where it's got me feel¬ 
ing the way a lot of Jews 
are feeling right now." 

In the month since a mas¬ 
sacre at the Tree of Life 
synagogue in Pittsburgh 
killed 11 people and injured 
six others, J ewish athletes 
said they were shocked by 
the shooting yet not con¬ 
cerned for their own safety 
as they travel, train and 
compete. 

'There's crazy people out 
there, and it is what it is," 
Casspi said. 'The notion is 
that anti-Semitism is dead 

— it's always going to be 
(around). Some people are 
just like that. There's going 
to be racist people, there's 
going to be anti-Semites." 
Robert Bowers has pleaded 
not guilty to murder and 
hate crime charges in the 
Oct. 27 shooting during 
Shabbat morning services. 
He remains jailed without 
bail. 

Americans of all religions 
have rallied in support for 
the victims of the deadliest 
anti-Semitic attack in U.S. 
history. Hometown quar¬ 
terback Ben Roethlisberger 
wore cleats integrating a 
Jewish star into the Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelens logo, along 
with the words "Stronger 
than Hate." 

But for Jewish athletes, 
the shooting hit especially 
hard. 

"I'm horrified by it," said Los 
Angeles Angels manager 
Brad Ausmus, who man¬ 
aged the Israeli team in the 
2013 World Baseball Clas¬ 



ln this Sunday, Oct. 28, 2018, file photo, Arizona Cardinals quarterback Josh Rosen (3) throws as 
San Francisco 49ers defensive tackle DeForest Buckner (99) pursues during the second half of an 
NFL football game in Glendale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 

was to "keep your head 
down" and not let it bother 
him. 

"A lot of guys have got 
to deal with a lot of stuff 
when it comes to name 
calling," he said. 'You get 
so wrapped up in football 
and your assignment that 
you brash stuff offand don't 
let it get to you.... You take 
the high road, and you go 
from there." 

But after the synagogue 
shooting, Edelman decid¬ 
ed it wastime to go public. 
Following the Patriots' Nov. 
4 victory over the Green 
Bay Packers, he wore an 
Israeli baseball cap for his 
postgame interviews as a 



In this Monday, Oct. 22, 2018, file photo, new Los Angeles Angels manager Brad Ausmus smiles 
while talking to reporters during a news conference in Anaheim, Calif. 

Associated Press 


sic. 'Just the callousness 
and the loss of life. It takes 
someone that's unhuman 
to do something like that to 
innocent people.'] ews in 
the United States have long 
cherished role models like 
Detroit Tigers slugger Hank 
Greenberg, Chicago Bears 
quarterback Sid Luckman 
or Olympic swimmer Mark 
Spitz. And any history of 
Jewish athletes includes 
the time Dodgers ace San¬ 
dy Koufax refused to pitch 
in the World Seriesbecause 
it conflicted with the holi¬ 
day of Yom Kippur. 

Other Jewish players re¬ 
main scattered throughout 
sports—a point of pride for 


fellow J ews but also a po¬ 
tential target for anti-Semi¬ 
tism. 

"Sometimes people don't 
even think they're being 
racist, but they might be a 
little offensive,"Rosen said. 
Casspi said he has always 
felt safe in the U.S., butwhile 
playing in Europe his Israeli 
team attimesencountered 
violent protesters or played 
with no fans in the arena 
out of safety concerns 
Athletes speak often of 
worrying only about things 
within their control; as far 
asgame preparation goes, 
racism and religious bigotry 
qualify as distractions. And 
so Edelman's inclination 


shoutout to those in Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

"It's disgusting what hap¬ 
pened. And I'm just back¬ 
ing them up," he said in a 
follow-up interview. "I'm 
proud of who I am and 
what I am. J ust to let these 
victims know: 'We're a II with 
you. This is a very tough 
time for you. I can't even 
imagine. But you have sup¬ 
port.'" 

"It's not like one of those 
things where you're gonna 
put your head under the 
ground and kind of hide," 
he said. 'You're gonna say, 
'Hey, that's what makes us 
stronger.'" 

Rosen has also embraced 
his Judaism, developing a 
celebration dance called 
'The Hebrew Hammer" in 
the hopes that he can be 
a role modelforj ewish fans 
and a leader in a locker 
room that includes a vari¬ 
ety of racesand religions. 
'You can identify with any 
leader or role model you 
want. I'm just trying to be a 
good one," he said. "It is a 
part of me that I'm proud 
of, culturally." 

Ausmus said many of the 
Jewish baseball players 
have a kinship, some of it 
from being part of a minor¬ 
ity in the sport and some 
from playing together in 
the World Baseball Clas¬ 
sic. "(It) has kind of fostered 
thatfeeling of connection," 
he said. 

'They're spread throughout 
... 25 different organiza¬ 
tions, they come together," 
Ausmus said. "Every four 
years, you make that con¬ 
nection based on yourheri- 
tage." 

A three-time Gold Glove 
catcher who went to Dart¬ 
mouth and played 18 years 
forfourmajorleague clubs, 
Ausmus said he wasn't 
particularly religious when 
growing up with a Jewish 
mother and Protestant fa¬ 
ther. 

The only time he experi¬ 
enced anti-Semitism as a 
major leaguer was when 
a fan shouted things at a 
teammate. 

The thing is, he wasn't even 
J ewish. 

"His last name sounded 
Jewish," Ausmus said. 'So 
the fan was ignorant in a 
couple different areas.'0 
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Where are the drones? Amazon's customers are still waiting 



This Dec. 7,2016, file photo provided by Amazon shows an Amazon Prime Air dtone in 
Cambridgeshire, United Kingdom. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID KOENIG and JO- 

SEPH PISANI 

The Associated ness 

J eff Bezos boldly predicted 
five years ago that drones 
would be carrying Ama¬ 
zon packages to people's 
doorsteps by now. 

Amazon customers are still 
waiting. And it's unclear 
when, if ever, this particu- 
larorder by the company's 
founder and CEO will ar¬ 
rive. 

Bezos made billions of dol¬ 
lars by transforming the 
retail sector. But overcom¬ 
ing the regulatory hurdles 
and safety issues posed 
by drones appears to be 
a challenge even for the 
world's wealthiest man. 
Ihe result is a blown dead¬ 
line on his claim to CBS' "60 
Minutes" in December2013 
that drones would be mak¬ 
ing deliveries within five 
years. 

Ihe day may not be far 
off when drones will carry 
medicine to people in ru¬ 
ral orremote areas, but the 
marketing hype around in¬ 
stant delivery of consumer 
goods looks more and 
more like just that — hype. 
Drones have a short bat¬ 
tery life, and privacy con- 
cemscan be a hindrance, 
too. 

"I don'tthinkyou will see de¬ 
livery of burritos or diapers 
in the suburbs," says drone 


analyst Colin Snow. 

Drone usage has grown 
rapidly in some industries, 
but mostly outside the retail 
sector and direct interac¬ 
tion with consumers. 

Ihe government estimates 
that about 110,000 com¬ 
mercial drones are oper¬ 
ating in U.S. airspace, and 
the number is expected 
to soar to about 450,000 in 
2022. They are being used 
in ruralareasformining and 
agriculture, for inspecting 
power lines and pipelines, 
and for surveying. 

Amazon says it is still push¬ 


ing ahead with plansto use 
drones for quick deliver¬ 
ies, though the company 
is staying away from fixed 
timelines 

"We are committed to 
making our goal of deliver¬ 
ing packages by drones in 
30 minutes or less a reality," 
says Amazon spokeswom¬ 
an Kristen Kish. The Seattle- 
based online retail giant 
says it has drone develop¬ 
ment centers in the United 
States, Austria, France, Isra¬ 
el and the United Kingdom. 
Delivery companies have 
been testing the use of 
dronesto deliveremergen- 
cy supplies and to cover 
ground quickly in less pop¬ 
ulated areas. By contrast, 
package deliveries would 
be concentrated in office 
parks and neighborhoods 
where there are bigger is¬ 
sues a round safety and pri¬ 
vacy. 

In May, the Trump adminis¬ 
tration approved a three- 
year program for private 
companies and local gov¬ 
ernment agencies to test 
drones for deliveries, in- 
spectionsand othertasks. 
But pilot programsby major 
delivery companies sug¬ 
gest few Americans will 
be greeted by package¬ 
bearing drones any time 
soon. United Parcel Service 
tested launching a drone 
from a delivery truck that 
was covering a rural route 
in Florida. DHL Express, the 
German delivery compa¬ 


ny, tested the use of drones 
to deliver medicine from 
Tanzania to an island in 
Lake Victoria. 

Frank Appel, the CEO of 
DHL's parent company, 
Deutsche Post AG, said 
"over the next couple of 
years" drones will remain 
a niche vehicle and not 
widely used. He said a big 
obstacle is battery life. 

"If you have to recharge 
them every other hour, 
then you need so many 
drones and you have to 
orchestrate that. So good 
luck with that," he told Ihe 
Associated Press. 

Appel said human couri¬ 
ers have another big ad¬ 
vantage over drones: They 
know where customers live 
and which doorbell to ring. 
'To program that in IT is not 
that easy and not cheap," 
he said. 

Analysts say it will take years 
forthe Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration to write all the 
rules to allow widespread 
drone deliveries. 

Snow, the CEO of Skylogic 
Research, says a rule per¬ 
mitting operators to fly 
drones beyond their line of 
sight — so critical to deliv¬ 
eries — is at least 10 years 
away. A method will be 
needed to let law enforce¬ 
ment identify drones flying 
over people — federal of¬ 
ficials are worried about 
their use by terrorists 
While the rules are being 
written, companies will rely 


on waivers from the FA A to 
keep experimenting and 
running small-scale pilot 
programs. 

"People like DHL and the 
rest of them (will say), 'Hey, 
we can deliver via drone 
this parcel package to this 
island,' but that's not the 
original vision that Amazon 
presented," Snow says. 
There is a long list of FAA 
rules governing drone 
flights. They generally can't 
fly higher than 400 feet, 
over many federal facili¬ 
ties, or within five miles of 
an airport. Night flights are 
forbidden. Forthe delivery 
business, the biggest hold¬ 
up is that the machines 
must remain within sight of 
the operatoratall times 
InJ une, the National Acad¬ 
emies of Sciences, Engi¬ 
neering, and Medicine said 
the FAA was being overly 
conservative in its safety 
standards for drones The 
group said FA A's risk-averse 
attitude was holding back 
beneficial uses, such as 
drones helping firefighters 
who are battling a fierce 
blaze. 

Even before the criticism 
by the scientific panel, 
the FAA had begun to re¬ 
spond more quickly to op¬ 
erators' requests forwaivers 
from some rules, says Alan 
Perlman, founder of the 
Drone Pilot Ground School 
in Nashville, Tennessee. He 
said it is a Iso getting easier 
and cheaperto buy liability 
insurance. 

Bezos was mindful of the 
safety issues, telling "60 
Minutes" back in 2013, 'This 
thing can't land on some¬ 
body's head while they're 
walking around their neigh¬ 
borhood." 

That didn't stop him from 
predicting that drones 
fed with GPS coordinates 
would be taking off and 
making deliveries in 'four, 
five years. I think so. It will 
work, and itwill happen." 

To Perlman, the billionaire's 
optimism made perfect 
sense. 

'When you're in his world 
you think more a bout tech¬ 
nology than regulations, 
and the (drone) technolo¬ 
gy is there," Perlman said.Q 











■TfeDAy 


BUSINESS !" 25 


THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER 2018 


Moms start companies to fill demand for Spanish books 



In this Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018, photo, Celene Navarette poses for a picture at La Libreria book 
store in Los Angeles 

Associated Ftess 


By ALEXANDRA OLSON 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — You 

might have heard of the 
three blind mice or the itsy- 
bitsy spider who went up 
the water spout. But have 
you ever heard of the little 
cold and hungry chicks? 

If you grew up speaking 
Spanish, the answerisprob- 
a b ly yes. But Susie J a ra millo 
wants everyone to know 
"Los Pollitos," a bedtime 
song about a hen taking 
care of herhatchlingsthat's 
as familiar in the Spanish¬ 
speaking world as'Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star" is to Eng¬ 
lish speakers. 

The song isthe heartofCan- 
ticos , a series of bilingual 
books, companion apps 
and singalong videos that 
the Venezuelan-American 
mother of two dreamed 
up after she couldn't find 
enough Spanish-language 
books to read to her chil¬ 
dren. The brand, which 
debuted in 2016, had its 
biggest breakthrough this 
year when Nickelodeon 
adapted itto develop a se- 
riesfortoddlerson itsdigital 
platforms. 

Canticos capitalized on a 
growing market for Spanish 
books in the United States, 
which the traditional pub¬ 
lishing industry has ad¬ 
dressed in fits and starts. 
Small companies are step¬ 
ping in to fill the void, le¬ 
veraging social media and 
strategic retail partnerships 
to target key customer bas¬ 
es, often ones they them¬ 
selves belong to. 

"When I had my first child, 

I went online and thought: 
Where are all the board 
books of these songs that I 
grew up with" said J a ra mil¬ 
lo, a former co-founder of 
a Latino-focused New York 
advertising agency. 'We're 
always singing the Ameri¬ 
can songs in Spanish, and 
our songs are great. Why 
aren't people singing them 
in English?" 

Jaramillo teamed up with 
fellow mother Nuria San¬ 
ta maria Wolfe, a former 
head of multicultural strat¬ 
egy atTwitter, to launch En- 
cantos Media Studios, an 
entertainment company 
that released Ca nticos as 
the first of its planned bilin¬ 
gual brands. 


Two other mothers, Patty 
Rod rig uez and Aria na Stein, 
founded their own publish¬ 
ing company in 2014 when 
Rodriguez couldn't sell 
mainstream publishers on 
her concept of a bilingual 
board bookseriesfeaturing 
Latino icons and traditions. 
Ihe company, UP Ubros , 
landed a partnership with 
Target just five months af¬ 
ter publishing its first book, 
"Counting with Frida," now 
the best-seller on Amazon 
among children's counting 
books The books are now 
sold at 1,300 stores nation¬ 
wide. 

'We didn'texpectthisreac¬ 
tion. We were doing it for 
love. If 100 kids picked up 
our books, we would have 
been happy," said Rodri¬ 
guez, a seniorproducerfor 
the radio show 'On Air With 
Ryan Sea crest." 

Friends Chiara Arroyo and 
Celene Navarette were 
on the book fair commit¬ 
tee of their children's bilin¬ 
gual school in Los Angeles 


when they noticed the 
spotty Spanish-language 
selection. They persuaded 
Mexican publishers to send 
some titles, set up two ta¬ 
bles and quickly sold out. 
They founded their busi¬ 
ness five years ago, selling 
books at other school fairs 
and then online. 

By 2015, they had opened 
La Ubreria , a store in cen¬ 
tral Los Angeles and na¬ 
tionwide distributor of 
books from Latin America 
and Spain.U.S. sales of chil¬ 
dren's Spanish-language 
books rose 6 percent over 
the pastyearto 1.5 million 
units, according to NDP 
BookScan. Overall Spanish- 
language books jumped 
15 percent. But that still rep¬ 
resents less than 1 percent 
of the overall book market 
in a country with more than 
41 million Spanish speakers. 
Major publishers and dis¬ 
tributors have pursued the 
Spanish-language market 
for years with mixed results 
Some closed or downsized 


Spanish-language im¬ 
prints after sales fell short 
of expectations during the 
Great Recession, and as 
the industry struggled to 
adjust to the Amazon era 
that squeezed traditional 
booksellers. 

In an internet-driven age 
of fractured consumer 
markets, Jaramillo and 
Santamaria Wolf said stra¬ 
tegic partnerships have 
been key, particularly with 
brands and retailers like 
Target, which considers His¬ 
panic mothers a key cus- 
tomerbase. 

Pam Kaufman, president of 
global consumer products 
at Viacom/Nickelodeon, 
said the company had 


been looking for a baby 
brand when she was intro¬ 
duced to Canticos at an 
industry conference. When 
she showed the videos to 
her Hispanic colleagues, 
some teared up. 

"I thought, OK, we have 
something here," Kaufman 
said. 'We are excited about 
it because it is authentic." 
Nickelodeon, which also 
added a Spanish-language 
hub to its video subscrip¬ 
tion service NOGGIN in the 
spring, is planning a line of 
Canticostoys, clothing and 
dec or for next year. 

With sales picking up, ma- 
jorplayersin the traditional 
book industry are expand¬ 
ing their Spanish-language 
business HarperCollins 
launched a new Spanish- 
language division in 2015. 
Chicago-based distributor 
IPG, already a key distribu¬ 
tor of Spanish-language 
books, added two pub¬ 
lishers from Spain and one 
from Mexico to its list in No¬ 
vember. 

Arroyo and Navarette, 
owners of La Ubreria, said 
the rise of dual-language 
programs in schools is driv¬ 
ing interest in children's 
books originally written in 
Spanish. 

The trouble is keeping up 
with demand. Latin Ameri¬ 
can and Spanish publishers 
tend to have printing cy¬ 
cles that are too slow and 
small for the U.S. consumer 
market. Often, by the time 
a school orders a title, the 
books will have sold out in 
the original country, Arroyo 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Lasso 
5 _ Wayans 
10 Word in some 
high school 
names 

14 Singles 

15 Actress Durance 

16 Outdoor feast 

17 _ the fool; 
behaves stupidly 

18 Timid mama’s boy 

20 Encountered 

21 Gigantic 

22 _at; alludes to 

23 Up in arms 

25 Summer cooler 

26 Soothe; make 
peaceful 

28 Long-time host 
of “The Tonight 
Show” 

31 In the air 

32 Neckwear 
3411/11 honoree 

36 Bench board 

37 Ice skate’s 
feature 

38 Uncovered 

39 Command to 
Fido 

40 Rowing teams 

41 Soothing 
ointment 

42 Shun 

44 Bugs 

45 Lay down the 
give orders 

46 Short-lived 

47 Despise 

50 Cry 

51 To and _ 

54 Hairdresser 

57 ‘The _ Piper of 
Hamelin” 

58 Come to shore 

59 _-cotta; patio 

pot clay 

60 Like eclairs 

61 Nervous 

62 Grains planted 

63 Kennedy & Cruz 

DOWN 

1 Meander 

2 In the past 
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3 Undergarments 

4 Feminine ending 

5 Barney Fife’s 
title 

6 In furious 

7 “Your guess is as 
good as 

8 Fall month: abbr. 

9 Certain vote 

10 Flatlands 

11 Wreak havoc on 

12 Vane direction 

13 _ up with; 
tolerates 

19 Dock 

21 Sword handle 

24 Fissure; split 

25 Price to ride 

26 Go by 

27 TV’s “Kate 

28 Womanizers 

29 Place for Trump’s 
desk 

30 Bold; brash 

32 Murdered 

33 Crow’s comment 
35 Golf shop 

purchase 
37 Make tea 
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38 Source of woe 

40 Diagram 

41 Make a tiny cut 

43 Weather 
forecast 

44 Stadiums 

46 Facial hair 

47 Up to the task 

48 Rosary piece 


49 in there”; 
encouraging 
phrase 

50 Telegram 

52 Donna of old TV 

53 Chances 

55 a Small World’ 

56 Average grade 

57 Peach stone 
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Good boy: Sully the 
service dog visits Bush's 
casket 



SUlly, Ibimer Resident George H.W. Bush’s service dog, pays 
his respect to Resident Bush as he lie in state atthe U.S Capitol 
in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By LAURIE KELLMAN 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — It's often said that if you want a 
friend in Washington, get a dog. 

Forthe last six months, Sully the service dog was President 
George H.W. Bush's The yellow La bra dor Retriever visited 
the president's casket in the Capitol Rotunda Tuesday 
alongside people in wheelchairs who benefited from the 
Americans With DisabilitiesActthat Bush signed in 1990. 

J ohn Miller, the presidentand CEO of America'sVetDogs, 
said the Bush family contacted WalterReed National Mili¬ 
tary Medical Center after the late president's wife of 73 
years, Barbara, died in April. America's VetDogs chose 
Sully in partforhiscalm temperament. 

"After Mrs. Bush's death, general companionship was a 
big part of Sully's job," Miller said in a phone interview. 
"One of the thingsthat I think was important to the presi¬ 
dent was the rest command, where Sully would rest his 
head on the president's lap." 

Sully is 2 years old. He was named for retired airline pilot 
Chesley "Sully" Sullenberger III, who became famous for 
landing a damaged passengerjeton the Hudson Riverin 
2009, saving everyone aboand.Q 
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La Cabana B&C 

2 BR WK # 48 & 49 E- Unit 
Ground Floor 

Ocean Front $ 15,000 Each 

1 BR WK # 47 4 th Floor $5000 
Ocean View Thursday Check IN 
Call:6301307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio WK # 49 & 50 Room # 
304 

29 weeks remain $5500 each 

2 BR PH WK # 49 & 50 Room# 
770 

$30,000 Each 

Call: 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Divi Village 

Studio WK # 47 & 48 Room # 
7201 

30 Weeks remain $6500 each 
1 BR WK # 50 Room # 3208 
Building C 17 Weeks remain 
$6500 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

DUTCH VILLAGE 

1 BR Wk 46 Room 71 
13 weeks remain $6500 
2BR WK 47 Room 103 
17 full acclerated $7500 
Call :630 -1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Gold Ocean View $4500 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $7500 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1 BR WK#47 Room #214 
Garden View $ 3500 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Gold Garden View $ 5000 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $ 7500 

3 BR Gold Ocean View $13,000 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_210448 
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DUSHI 


TIMESHARES 

Divi 11/17-12/15 Studios 

Rent $725 1 br $795 week 50 
Studio Divi Golf 12/15 Rent 
$735 Sale $3250 and week 44 
Studio 11/2 Sale $2500 BO 
rmwjmw@aol.com 

_210413 

CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE 

week 1 Presidential Unit #1313 
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view, 

Sleeps 6 
$14,900 

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com 

_210447 

FOR SALE SPECIALS 
La Cabana Deluxe Units 

Wk 29-Unit 419D $3,250 
Wk 30-Unit 419D $3,250 
Call us at 737-3006 

FOR SALE 

TREMENDOUS DEALS 

Renaissance Aruba 
Wk 33 - Unit 332 $2,250 
Wk 34-Unit 136 $2,125 
Wk 36-Unit 315 $2,750 
Call us at 737-3006 

_210450 
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Editor 

Caribbean Speed FVinters N + V. 
Aruba Bank MV. Acc,#332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank MV 
Ate. #23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Act, #1330772 

Assistant Director 

Xiomqm Ar&nds 

Editor in Chief 

Linda Rei jmiers 
jl inda. reijnd&rs@c5pny.com] 

Liia Koolmai (Managemenl assistail) 

Editors 

Richard Brooks 
leancorb Trinidad 

Soles 

Linda Reij riders 

(linda ■ rei j nd'ers©CSpnv.cQm) 

Mori ike Cr&es 
Classifieds 

Rachel I e Danje 

(rochAlle.danje@cspnv.com) 

Distribution and Collection 

a«ou nil ng@hondia.com 

Social / Website 

j&ancailo Trinidad 

Wesistroat 22 
Tr 582-7800 

E: newi@grubmoda^com 

W: www-orubaiodciycom 

o ruba laday 


527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. Ho-Kang You Tel. 5830877 

San Nicolas 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Venezolana 

CRUISES 


588 0059 
583 8300 
588 2244 

582 7896 

583 7674 



December 6 

Caribbean Princess 
December 8 
Zuiderdam 
Norwegian Dawn 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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New parasite decimates giant clam species in Mediterranean 



In this Sunday, Sept 14, 2008 underwater photo, pen shells stand on the seabed in the Aegean 
Sea. 

Associated Press 


By ELENA BECA1OR0S 
Associated Press 
ANAVYSSOSj, Greece (AP) 

— With rapid efficiency, a 
mysterious parasite is seek¬ 
ing out and killing a giant 
species of clam found only 
in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Unless scientists can find 
a way of stopping it soon, 
they say the mollusk could 
go extinct. 

For thousands of years, the 
emblematic noble pen 
shell has been intrinsically 
connected to human civi¬ 
lization. Ihe largest bivalve 
in the Mediterranean can 
grow to more than a meter 
(three feet) long and has 
provided food and one of 
the world's rarest materials: 
sea silk spun from fibers it 
uses to secure itself to the 
seabed. The mollusk also 
contributes to Clearwater 
by filtering out organic par¬ 
ticulates. 

Ihe pen shell, Pinna nobilis, 
has been on the European 
Union's protected species 
list for decades because 
of overfishing, pollution 
and the destruction of its 
natural habitat, mean¬ 
ing any fishing is banned. 
But the ban is often poorly 
enforced, with the animal 
harvested for food or for its 
shell, which is used fordec- 
orative purposes. 

The pen shells, which have 
a life span of several de¬ 
cades and take years to 
reach reproductive age, 
were already dying faster 
than they could be re¬ 
placed. So the spread of 
the microscopic parasite, 
which first appeared in the 
western Mediterranean in 
late 2016 and was identi¬ 
fied just this year as a new 
species, has alarmed ex¬ 
perts. 

Exactly how the parasite 
kills isn't completely clear, 
although scientists have 
found it attacks the pen 
shell's digestive system. The 


infected animal is also un¬ 
able to close its shell, in¬ 
capacitating its defense 
against predators. Once 
infected, death is almost 
certain. 

"In less than a year it wiped 
out (the pen shell popula¬ 
tion of) the Spanish coast," 
said Maria del MarOtero of 
the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature. 
Soon parts of France, Mal¬ 
ta, Tunisia and Italy were 
affected. In recent weeks, 
tests confirmed the same 
parasite, Haplosporidium 
pinnae, is responsible for 
pen shell die-offs in parts of 
Greece, and researchers 
have reported mass mor¬ 
tality as far east as Turkey 
and Cyprus 

Scientists are now racing 
to understand how the 
parasite spreads and its life 
cycle — essential informa¬ 
tion fora successful rescue 
program. One theory is 
that it could be spreading 
through phytoplankton, 


the bivalve's food source, 
but nobody knows for cer¬ 
tain. 

'We cannot be sure of any¬ 
thing at this point," said 
Pantelis Katharios, senior 
researcher at the Institute 
of Marine Biology, Biotech¬ 
nology and Aquaculture of 
the Hellenic CenterforMa¬ 
rine Research , orHCMR. 
'What we know now is 
that the Pinnas are dying, 
that the cause is this para¬ 
site, and we know that it's 
spreading very, very rapid¬ 
ly," he said. "And that is go¬ 
ing to be a huge problem 
(for) the ecology and the 
balance of the ecosystem 
in the Mediterranean." 
Yiannis Issaris, marine ecol¬ 
ogist at the HC M R's Institute 
of Oceanography, initially 
noticed widespread pen 
shell death off the coast 
of Anavyssos, southeast of 
Athens, in mid-summer. He 
suspected the culprit could 
be the same one causing 
mortality in Spain — and 


testing proved him right. 
Now the question is how to 
tackle the outbreak. 

"This is very fresh for the sci¬ 
entific community," Issaris 
said. 'We're stillatthe stage 
of recording where it has 
spread to." 

Some parts of Greece still 
have healthy populations 
of the mo Husks, he noted, 
whereasin otherareasthey 
have been wiped out. 
Protecting the pen shell in 
its natural habitat — sandy 
sea bedsorseagrass mead¬ 
ows — appears "difficult to 
impossible," Issaris said, par¬ 
ticularly without knowing 
how the parasite spreads. 
In Spain, some healthy in¬ 
dividuals were moved to 
aquariums. 

Although tests are pend¬ 
ing in some Mediterranean 
countries witnessing mass 
die-offs, experts have little 
doubt what the results will 
show. 

"It's very, very, very likely" 
to be the same parasite, 


Otero said. 'There's almost 
no question." 

One thing'sc lean the para¬ 
site is very particular in its 
choice of victim. A smaller, 
related species, the Pinna 
rudis, which also exists out¬ 
side the Mediterranean, is 
unaffected. 

'We don't know how it has 
appeared in the Mediterra¬ 
nean... We only know that it 
causes mortality only in the 
Pinna nobilis," Issaris said. 

In the clear, shallow waters 
south of the Greek capital, 
dozens of dead pen shells 
lie scattered in a seagrass 
meadow, testament to the 
devastation. 

Peering through a micro¬ 
scope at the tissue of an 
infected individual in his 
office in Crete, Kathari¬ 
os points out the culprit: 
small, oval-shaped para- 
sitesspread throughout the 
sample. 

Scientists are puzzling over 
why an organism would be 
so letha I to the very spec ies 
it depends on for its own 
survival. 

"Normally parasites in na¬ 
ture do not have any ben¬ 
efit from harming the host, 
because they depend 
on the host," Katharios ex¬ 
plained. "But once in a 
while we may come across 
incidents like this, where we 
have massive mortalities." 
This could just be a natural 
phenomenon in which the 
parasite will eventually be 
wiped out along with its 
host, he said. Another pos¬ 
sibility is that it originated in 
a different species and for 
some reason jumped to the 
pen shell. A third isthatthe 
pen shell's immune system 
has been compromised by 
factors such as pollution, 
climate change or water 
temperature fluctuations. 
"It's extremely, extremely 
difficult to find the truth at 
this stage,"Katharios said .Q 
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Ralph Henries, Sophie Okonedo sparin 'Antony and Cleopatia' 





In this undated photo neleased by The National Theatre, a scene from the London National 
Theatre production of Antony &Cleopatia stoning Ralph Rnnes, top, and Sophie Okonedo, 
stoning as the loveis rocked by warand empire. 

Associated Press 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — "Antony 
and Cleopatra," currently 
running at London's Na¬ 
tional Theatre, has tragic 
romance, two top-flight 
actors and a live snake. No 
wonder it's a hit. 

Sophie Okonedo and Ralph 
Fiennes play the lovers sun¬ 
dered by warand empire in 
William Shakespeare's trag¬ 
edy, which is being broad¬ 
cast live to movie theaters 
in Britain and internationally 
on Thursday as part of the 
NT Live series. 

Okonedo and Fiennes 
won acting trophies at 
last month's Evening Stan¬ 
dard Theatre Awards for 
the roles, immortalized on¬ 
screen by Elizabeth Taylor 
and Richard Burton, and 
memorably played on¬ 
stage in the 1980s by An¬ 
thony Hopkins and Judi 
Dench. 

Fiennes says one reason 
the play endures is that the 
characters of the Roman 
military hero and the Egyp¬ 
tian queen are — strange 
as it seems— so relatable. 
'We can relate to the 
messiness of the relation¬ 


ship," Fiennes told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 'They're not 
young lovers. They're ma¬ 
ture. They've both got bag¬ 
gage." 

Fiennes is an old hand at 
Shakespeare who won a 
Tony Award for playing 
"Hamlet" and directed a 
film version of "Coriolanus." 


He says the play's power 
comes from the combina¬ 
tion of Shakespeare's "po¬ 
etic, epic" language and 
"two very fallible people." 
"He's not an idealized war¬ 
rior and she's not an ideal¬ 
ized princess," the actor 
said. "They're full of temper¬ 
ament and tantrums and 


mood swings, and I think 
that combination is very 
moving to people." 

The production reunites Fi¬ 
ennes with director Simon 
Godwin, who directed him 
in George Bernard Shaw's 
"Manand Superman"atthe 
National Theatre in 2015. 

It's his first time working with 


"Hotel Rwanda "starOkone¬ 
do, and he praisesher"raw- 
ness"and emotional range 
asthe besotted queen. 
Cleopatra is the play's 
glamour part, Antony a 
more muted starring role. 
Reviewers have called 
Okonedo fiery, funny, regal 
and playful, while Fiennes 
has been praised for play¬ 
ing Antony as a "creaky" 
figure in 'tragic decline." 

His Antony is a hedonistic 
hero — repeatedly drawn 
back from duty in Rome to 
Cleopatra's lush Alexandri¬ 
an retreat — who is reluc¬ 
tant to admit that his best 
daysare behind him. 

"He's a man who's trying 
not to be past his peak," 
Fiennes said. 'You feel he's 
someone who is letting 
himself go in Egypt. Enjoy¬ 
ing himself, but he's let his 
responsibilities go." 

The play'sclimax— Cleopa¬ 
tra's suicide by asp — is 
staged with a real snake. 
Fiennessayscastand crew 
ensure that the reptiles — 
there are four who alter¬ 
nate in the role — are "very 
well looked after.'O 


Karl Lagerfeld brings Chanel to ancient Egypt; at Met show 


By JOCELYN NOVECK 
Associated Press 

An air of a nc ient Egyptian 
luxury ruled the night as 
Chanel designer Karl La¬ 
gerfeld brought his travel¬ 
ing fashion show to New 
Yorkand itsfamousTemple 
of Denduratthe Metropol¬ 
itan Museum of Art. 
Lagerfeld chose the venue 
for his 17th annual "Metiers 
d'Art" show, which takes 
place in a different city 
each yearand celebrates 
the craftsmanship of the 
artisans that partner with 
Chanel. 

The imposing temple, com¬ 
pleted in about 10 B.C., is 
a highlight of the Met's col¬ 
lection and a favorite site 
of the museum's annual 
spring fashion gala. In¬ 
deed, the Chanel show felt 
like a mini-Met Gala with 
celebrity guests including 
actresses Penelope Cruz, 
Julianne Moore, Margot 
Robbie, Marion Cotillard 


and Lily-Rose Depp, come¬ 
dian J erry Seinfeld, and di- 
rectorSofia Coppola. 

A celebrity even walked 
the runway: Pharrell Wil¬ 
liams, who recently an¬ 
nounced a collaboration 
with Chanel. Arriving to 


a few whoops from the 
crowd, the singer wore a 
very Egyptian-looking gold 
mesh top adorned with 
designs resembling a wide, 
jeweled Egyptian neck¬ 
lace, and shiny gold pants. 
Gold shimmered all over 


the runway, as models 
strolled past the floodlit 
temple in everything from 
gold thigh-high boots to 
gold brimmed hats to glis¬ 
tening dresses with golden 
feather adornments, to 
shoulder-length gold ear¬ 



Models walk the runway atthe Chanel Metiers d'Ait 2018/19 Show at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Alton Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2018, in New Yoik. 


rings. There was also some 
distressed denim, and 
definitely some tweed, but 
shiny gold wasthe orderof 
the day. 

One particularly stunning 
shoulderiess gown looked 
like an Egyptian mosaic, 
with interlocking 'tiles" in 
the Egyptian color palette 
of light and dark blues, red, 
and of course, gold. 

The handiwork involved 
in the garments was dis¬ 
played in brief videos 
posted by Chanel on Insta- 
gram ahead of the show, 
from artisans' ateliers, or 
workshops: metalwork and 
jewelry-making from Go- 
ossens, pleating from Lo- 
gnon, feather and flower 
adornments from Lema- 
rie, embroidery from Mon- 
tex, costume jewelry from 
Desrues, embroidery and 
tweed from Lesage, Mas- 
saro shoes, and golden 
Maison Michel hats.Q 
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film put5a modem spin on 'Maiy, Queen of Scots' 



his image released by Foe us Features shows Saoiise Ronan as Mary Stuart in a scene from "Mary 
Queen of Sc ots." 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

"Mary, Queen of Scots " is 
an ambitious re-imagining 
of the Mary Stuart and 
Elizabeth I saga with mod¬ 
em flourishes and bold 
performances from Saoirse 
Ronan and Margot Robbie. 
But the film, for all its pres¬ 
tige and edginess, its lofty 
goals and contemporary 
messages, is not a partic¬ 
ularly engrossing experi¬ 
ence. 

It's a shame too, because 
most of the elements are 
there. Ihe gorgeous cos¬ 
tumes and meticulous set¬ 
tings a re breathtaking, and 
they couldn't have chosen 
two leads better suited to 
playing these women, with 
Ronan asMary and Robbie 
as Elizabeth. They just don't 
come together very well, 
straddling an awkward line 
between wanting to be 
both a modem referendum 
on the real struggles of be¬ 
ing a female leader in the 
16th century and a "Game 
of Thrones"-style actioner. 
Director J osie Rourke, who 
has a background in the¬ 
ater, certainly has a knack 
for grandeur and drama. 


But choppy editing and 
stilted story evolution never 
really do justice to what 
should be an epic and sus¬ 
penseful tale of political 
machinations and power 
struggles. 

The story itself is fascinat¬ 
ing. Mary, a Catholic wid¬ 
owed at 18from the King of 
France, returns to Scotland 


to rule. She haseyeson Eng¬ 
land too, which isunderthe 
rule of hercousin, Elizabeth 
I, a Protestant who refuses 
to marry and produce an 
heir. A husband, Elizabeth 
accurately concludes, will 
just try to take the throne 
from her. And the men in 
both oftheircampstry their 
best to make a peaceful 


Associated ness 

relationship between the 
two countries impossible. 
But the question of a suc¬ 
cessor remains and be¬ 
comes urgent when Mary 
comes back on the scene 
and starts making her own 
claims to the throne. The 
two rulers correspond and 
negotiate in an elaborate 
game of chess in which 


everyone is attempting to 
manipulate an unstable 
situation. Elizabeth tries 
to offer up a husband to 
Mary, in herown lover Rob¬ 
ert Dudley (Joe Alwyn), as 
a strategic plant. But, Mary, 
seeing through the plan, 
weds another Englishman, 
the charismatic Lord Dam- 
ley (Jack Lowden), ensur¬ 
ing that her offspring would 
have a legitimate claim to 
the throne. 

There are interesting ideas 
to explore about being 
a powerful woman in this 
time. But the script from 
"House of Cards" creator 
Beau Willimon seems to 
oversimplify things. He 
imaginesa relationship that 
devolves mostly because 
of Elizabeth's jealousy of 
Mary's youth, beauty and 
ability to bear children. 
This point is hammered 
over and over, as Eliza¬ 
beth, hearing that Mary is 
pregnant, gathers her skirt 
to just see what she would 
look like pregnant in silhou¬ 
ette. The birth scene iseven 
more noxious, cutting back 
and forth from Mary in la¬ 
bor, to poor, sad Elizabeth 
creating the only thing she 
can — paperflowers.Q 
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Actor-comedian Kevin Hart will host 
2019 O sc a is 



In this Dec. 11, 2017 file photo, Kevin Hart arrives at the Los 
Angeles premiere of'] umanji: Welcome to the J ungle" in los 
Angeles. 


Associated Ftess 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Kevin 
Hart has a new job — he 
will host the 2019 Acade¬ 
my Awards, a role the pro¬ 
lific actor-comedian says 
fulfills a longtime dream. 


Associated Press 

Hart announced his selec¬ 
tion for the 91st Oscars in 
an Instag ram statement 
Tuesday. The Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences followed up with 
a tweet that welcomed 


him 'to the family." 

The announcement came 
hours after trade publica¬ 
tion The Hollywood Report¬ 
er posted a story calling 
the Oscars host position 
'the least wanted job in 
Hollywood." 

Hart clearly doesn't feel 
that way, writing on Insta- 
gram that it has been on 
his list of dream jobs for 
years. The 2019 Oscars will 
be broadcast Feb. 24 on 
ABC. 

"I am blown away simply 
because this has been a 
goal on my list for a long 
time...To be able to join the 
legendary list of host that 
have graced this stage is 
unbelievable," Hart wrote. 
"I know my mom is smiling 
from ear to ear right now. 

"I will be sure to make sure 
this years Oscars a re a spe¬ 
cial one," Hart wrote.□ 
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Hugh Jackman, the pop star, readies ma: 


live world tour 



Ac tor and singer Hugh Jackman performs on NBC's 'Today" show at Rockefeller Plaza on 
Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2018, in NewYoik. 

Associated Press 


By MESHN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Hugh 
Jackman is set to launch 
a pop star-like tour next 
year, but he's done his re¬ 
search: He's been to a Be- 
yonce concert. A Justin 
limberlake concert. AND A 
MICHAEL JACKSON CON¬ 
CERT 

"I've seen some of the 
greats," Jackman said in 
an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press on Tuesday. 
"And the great performers 
for me are the ones who 
can connect with the per¬ 
son in the back and in the 
front. And I'll sometimes sit 
in the back 'cause I wanna 
know am I feeling it back 
here? 'Cause I'm from the 
theater, (so) for me every¬ 
thing I do hasto connectto 
every single person." 

The regularconcertattend- 
ee is hoping to make some 
strong connections with 
fans when he launches his 
first world tour — dubbed 
"The Man. The Music. The 
Show."— next year. Accom¬ 
panied by a live orchestra, 
he will perform songs from 
"The Greatest Showman," 
"LesMiserables"and Broad¬ 
way musicals, among other 
selections 

"I've always felt strangely 
at home on a stage, no 
matter how big the stage 
is — sometimes even more 
than in life,"said the actor, 
known for roles like Wolver¬ 


By BRUCE DESILVA 
Associated Press 

"Hearts of the Missing" (Mi¬ 
notaur), by Carol Potenza 
Nicky Matthews, a Pueblo, 
New Mexico, police ser- 
geantassigned asliaisonto 
the Tsiba'ashi D'yini reserva¬ 
tion's police department, 
has a few things going for 
her. She's smart and tena¬ 
cious. She respects, and 
has gained the respect 
of, the native people. And 
she has so internalized their 
culture that she's visited by 
ghosts who provide warn¬ 
ings and premonitions. 

But she also has some 
things going against her. 
The reservation's police 
chief, who thinks a wom¬ 


ine. "Never in my wildest 
dreams did I think when I 
turned 50 I would be play¬ 
ing Madison Square Gar¬ 
den orthe Hollywood Bowl." 
Jackman, who was bom 
in Australia, did an arena 
tour there three years ago, 
but he did n't think he could 
replicate the success out¬ 
side his native home. 

"I had no idea really what 
the demand is for me. It's 
not like I measure it or I 
ask. I always underplay it," 
he said. "At that time three 
years ago I remember 
thinking, 'I'd really love to 
do this around the world. 1 
And my agent in LA. goes, 


an's place doesn't include 
police work, undermines 
her at every turn. And her 
long-ago affair with an in¬ 
fluential married man, is a 
constant source oftrouble. 
When Nicky suspects that 
an apparent suicide could 
be murder— and might be 
linked to a series of violent 
deathsand missing persons 
— her investigation is ob¬ 
structed by her bosses and 
the elders who run the res¬ 
ervation. 

"Hearts of the Missing," Car¬ 
ol Potenza's debut novel, is 
a yam wrapped in Pueblo 
Indian mythology, forensic 
evidence, ancient rituals, 
DNA tests, evil spirits, greed 
and violence. The story in- 


Td leave it in Australia, 
dude.'" 

But then came 'The Great¬ 
est Showman" — a game 
changer for Jackman's 
music career. The 2017 film 
was a box-office power¬ 
house, but so was — and 
still is — its soundtrack: The 
album has reached multi¬ 
platinum status and is one 
of the year's top albums, 
matching the success of 
any major rap, pop or rock 
album. It came in fourth on 
Billboard's list of top albums 
forthe yearand also made 
Apple Music's year-end Top 
10 list. 

'The opportunity to go 


volvesso many characters 
and such a plethora of 
twists and turns that read¬ 
ers may find it difficult to 
keep track unless they 
pay close attention — and 
maybe even take notes 
along the way. 

The author, a biochemistry 
professor at New Mexico 
State University, is the pre¬ 
publication winner of the 
annual Hillerman Prize for 
the best novel set in the 
Southwest. However, her 
prose, while better than 
workmanlike, falls short of 
the simple elegance of 
the late Tony Hillerman's 18 
novelsaboutthe exploitsof 
a pairof Navajo police of¬ 
ficers. 


around the world ... I prob¬ 
ably wouldn't have had it 
if it wasn't for 'The Greatest 
Showman.'That tipped me 
over,"J ackman said. 

'The Greatest Showman" 
hascomea long way:J ack¬ 
man remembers how the 
movie only eamed $8.6 mil¬ 
lion in its first week around 
the time the soundtrack 
debuted at No. 71 on the 
Billboard charts. 

'When we opened, when 
I saw I didn't get an email, 
normally you'll get a con¬ 
solation email from your 
friends, the studios; it was 
like crickets, like nothing. 
That's how bad it was," he 


Potenza doesa decent job 
of evoking the reservation's 
stark natural landscape, 
but she peppers her nar¬ 
rative with granular, often 
irrelevant, physical descrip¬ 
tions of her characters, in¬ 
cluding many minor ones 
And when they speak, 
nearly all of hercharacters 
sound alike regardless of 
age, genderand ethnicity. 
Still, the baffling mystery 
and the frequent surprises 
along the way will reward 
readers who stick with this 
story to the end. All in all, 
"Hearts of the Missing "dem¬ 
onstrates enough promise 
to justify Potenza's plan for 
a series of Nicky Matthews 
novelsQ 


said. 'We worked eight 
years on it ... and I always 
want to remind people the 
studio took a big risk on it. It 
wasn't cheap." 

Jackman will kick off his 
tourin Hamburg, Germany, 
on May 13. He will play two 
shows at The 02 Arena in 
London, where the album 
has had even more suc¬ 
cess than America: The 
album has spent 48 of 49 
weeks in the Top 10 on the 
U.K. charts, including 21 
weeksatNo. 1. And it'scur- 
rently No. 4on the charts, a 
yea rafter its re lease. 

The North American leg 
beginsjune 18 in Houston. 
Most tickets go on sale Fri¬ 
day; tickets for the MSG 
shows go on sale Dec. 10. 

J ackman hopesto also per¬ 
form original music on the 
tour, and he recalls working 
on an album when he was 
signed to a record label 
over a decade ago when 
he starred in Broadway's 
'The Boyfrom Oz,"forwhich 
he won a Tony in 2004. 

"I had a deal at the time 
and I hated what I did. It 
had nothing to do with any¬ 
one involved, I had amaz¬ 
ing people involved, but 
at that point I didn't know 
what I wanted to say," he 
said. 'Whetheryou're a re¬ 
cording artist ora writer or 
actor, you've got to feel 
like you have something to 
say.'O 
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This cover image released 
by Minotaur shows "Hearts 
of the Missing," a mystery by 
Carol Potenza. 

Associated Press 


'Hearts of the Missing 1 is a baffling mystery 










THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER 


^FEATURE 


In Brazil backlands, termites built millions of dirt mounds 


By VICTDRC AIVANO 
PETER PRENGAMAN 
Associated Press 
PALMBRAS, Brazil (AP) — 

Roy Funch, an American 
botanist who has lived and 
worked in Brazil's hard¬ 
scrabble northeast for de¬ 
cades, long looked athuge 
cone-shaped mounds of 
mud in the distance and 
wondered. 

What built them? How 
many were there? How 
long had they been there? 
After years of failing to 
generate interest in the 
mounds, a chance meet¬ 
ing with an English expert 
on social insects, Stephen 
Martin, led to remarkable 
discoveries: there are over 
200 million mounds built 
by termites that stretch 
across 88,800 square miles 
(230,000square kilometers), 
a bout the size of Great Brit¬ 
ain. 

What's more, some of the 
d irt hea ps a re nea liy 4,000 
years old. 

"While the Romans were 
building their columns, 
their buildings, these ter¬ 
mites were building their 
mounds," Funch said, add¬ 
ing that the dirt piles rep¬ 
resent the largest biocon¬ 
struction of any species 
otherthan humans. 

Ihe mounds, seen in vari¬ 
ous places in a vast desert¬ 
like region called the Caat- 
inga, stand between 6and 
13 feet (2 to 4 meters) high 
and are spaced roughly 
equally apart — between 
52 and 72 feet (16 to 22 
meters). 

To landowners who clear 
brush to plant crops, the 
mounds are a nuisance. 
Bulldozing them is difficult 



A soldiertermite with large pincers stands guard while smaller woikertermites gather dead 
leavesand cut them into pieces near lencois, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 22, 2018. 

Associated Piess 


because over years of be¬ 
ing baked in the hot sun, 
the already-hard dirt and 
clay become like stone. 
Poor people in the area 
use chunks of the mounds 
to build adobe houses. 
Funch says he wrote two 
articles about the mounds 
in Brazilian publications, 
but they didn't draw any 
attention. Without exper¬ 
tise in insects or the world 
of scientific publishing, he 
wasn't sure how to take his 
resea rc h to the next level. 
Asking local people didn't 
help. 

"Some would say they 
are termites, some would 
say ants, some would say: 
'Well, they have always 
been there. They are part 
of nature,'" Funch said. 
Enter Martin, an entomolo¬ 
gist at the University of 



Giant termite mounds cover a field near Palmeiras, Brazil, Sat¬ 
urday, Nov. 24, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Salford in England. A few 
years ago, Martin was in 
northeastern Brazil studying 
honey bees and ants in the 
state of Bahia. He, too, was 
curiousaboutthe mounds. 
"I was intrigued because of 
their patterns," he said. 

By chance, Martin and 
Funch met next to a river 
in Lencois, a small town in 
Bahia about 30 miles(50 ki¬ 
lometers) west of the edge 
ofthe mound area. 

When Martin mentioned 
seeing the mounds while 
he was driving around, 
Funch told him: "You just 
met the only guy in Brazil 
who is working on these 
mounds." 

The two teamed up, and 
their research was pub¬ 
lished Nov. 19 in Current Bi¬ 
ology. 

The pair concluded the 
mounds were built by Syn- 
termes dims, a large ter¬ 
mite species that feeds 
on leavesand lives under¬ 
ground. While the termites 
are found in the region, 
the researchers didn't find 
them actively working in 
the larger mounds, but in¬ 
stead along the edges of 
areas with mounds 
Cutting into several 
mounds, they found only a 
small tube-like hole going 
to the top of each one, not 
an extensive pattern of tun¬ 
nels throughout. That sug¬ 
gested the termites were 
simply finding a place to 


chuck earth from under¬ 
ground, where they build 
their tunnels. 

"These are just waste 
heaps," said Martin. "Un¬ 
der normal circumstances 
we wouldn't see them be¬ 
cause they wouldn't persist 
for such a long time." 

In more humid areaswhere 
the same species lives, 
such as the Amazon, the 
moundsare eroded by rain 
and wind. But the Caat- 
inga ecoregion gets rainfall 
only a few weeks a year. 
The desert shrubland veg¬ 
etation coversand camou¬ 
flages the mounds in large 
swaths of the area, one 
of the reasons they were 
essentially hiding in plain 
sig ht. 

Funch said improvements 
in Google Earth's imag¬ 
ing in recent years helped 
them understand the ex¬ 


tent of the formations via 
spatial mapping. 

"The mounds go on forev¬ 
er in every direction," said 
Func h, who initia lly c a me to 
Brazilasa Peace Corpsvol- 
unteerin 1977and stayed. 
The mounds are also very 
old. Radioactive testing 
determined they ranged 
in age from 690 to 3,820 
years. 

"It could have been a gi¬ 
ant termite (that built the 
mounds)," joked Luciano 
Oliveira, a local who lives 
in a house made with earth 
taken from a mound. "No¬ 
body knows." 

While many people view 
termites as pests because 
some species eat wood, 
and thus homes, the social 
insects are also some of 
the world's best engineers, 
building vast networks of 
underground tunnels and 
huge heaps of dirt. 

An Associated Press jour¬ 
nalist who accompanied 
Funch to watch the noctur¬ 
nal termites at work saw sol¬ 
dier termites about a half¬ 
inch long and with large 
pincers stand guard while 
smaller workers gathered 
dead leavesand cut them 
in smaller pieces, making 
"click, click, click" sounds 
as they worked. When a 
flashlight was shined on the 
termites for a few seconds, 
they scurried down small 
holes. 

Rob Pringle, a Princeton 
biology professor who has 
studied termites and their 
mounds in Kenya, Mozam¬ 
bique and Namibia, said 
fighting between termite 
colonies can lead to pat¬ 
terns in the mounds they 
produce.Q 



American botanist Roy Func h sits on top ofa giantteimite 
mound nearRalmeiras, Brazil, Saturday, Nov. 24, 2018. 
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